
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    
November 26, 2025     

CONTACTS:    
Vanessa.Cheeks@ocm.ny.gov    
TaylorRandi.Lee@ocm.ny.gov   

 

 

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CANNABIS 

MANAGEMENT SHUTS DOWN ILLEGAL SHOPS 

IN WARREN AND ULSTER COUNTY FOR 

UNDERAGE CANNABIS SALES 

Pictured: Illicit flower and beverages found onsite and an Unlicensed Shop–Queens Smoke, Warren 

County, Queensbury 

ALBANY, NY —The New York State Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) shut down 

multiple unlicensed cannabis businesses in Warren and Ulster County. After receiving reports 

mailto:Vanessa.Cheeks@ocm.ny.gov
mailto:TaylorRandi.Lee@ocm.ny.gov
https://cannabis.ny.gov/


from concerned community members investigators discovered illicit cannabis products being 

sold and marketed to individuals under 21. 

“Selling cannabis to young people is despicable, irresponsible, and the truest meaning of 

careless.  To the smoke shops selling illicit cannabis and flagrantly violating the laws that protect 

the health of our youngest New Yorkers, take notice:  there will be certain and swift 

consequences. The work done by OCM's Enforcement Team and our partners at the Warren 

County Sheriff’s Office  makes clear that, in partnership, we will always do the work to support 

responsible businesses and uphold a legal market worthy of public trust,” said Felicia A.B. Reid, 

Acting Executive Director of the New York State Office of Cannabis Management. 

During inspections of three unlicensed Queensbury locations in Warren County, investigators 

found illegal cannabis flower, edibles, and concentrates available for sale. Because of the 

significant amount of illicit product, all three stores were padlocked and sealed under authority 

granted to OCM in the Cannabis Law. 

In Saugerties, OCM shut down Saugerties Convenience, located at 72 Partition St. in Ulster 

County, for unlicensed sales of cannabis.  The location was also advertising its products to 

underage customers. The business held its grand opening just last week. OCM investigators 

arrived on November 24, 2025, seized the illegal product, and closed the shop. 

Pictured: Illicit Shop–Saugerties Convenience, Ulster County, Saugerties and Illicit products found 

onsite. 

“In addition to supporting the licensed operators who do things the right way, one of the top 

priorities of our Enforcement work is keeping cannabis out of kids’ hands. Working with our 

partners at the Warren County Sheriff's Office, we were able to confirm sales of illicit cannabis 

to customers under the age of 21 and we sealed three shops. Our message to illegal operators is if 



you choose to break the law, you will face the consequences.” said Daniel Haughney, Director 

of Enforcement and Investigations at the New York State Office of Cannabis Management. 

Under New York’s Cannabis Law, selling cannabis to individuals under 21 is illegal. OCM 

continues to prioritize enforcement against locations that endanger youth or undermine the 

integrity of the legal market. 

Residents may report suspected illegal cannabis activity at https://cannabis.ny.gov/report-an-

incident. For more information on New York’s cannabis laws, enforcement, and consumer 

safety resources, visit https://cannabis.ny.gov/enforcement. 

 

###    

 Follow us on our socials at @nys_cannabis 

 

https://cannabis.ny.gov/report-an-incident
https://cannabis.ny.gov/report-an-incident
https://cannabis.ny.gov/enforcement

