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Meeting Minutes 

Title: New York State Cannabis Control Board Meeting 

Time & Date: June 27, 2025 at 10:45 AM 

Location: SUNY Global Center, Global Classroom, 116 E 55th St., New York, NY 10022 

and Virtual via Webcast 

 

Attendance 

Board Chair: Jessica Garcia  

Board Members Present: Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney, Brad Usher 

Board Members Present (virtually from a 
private location due to extraordinary 
circumstances): 

Hope Knight 

Board Members Absent: N/A 

Others Present: 
Kevin Brennan, Julius Caranda, Celena Ditchev, John Kagia, 

Patrick McKeage, Felicia A. B. Reid 

 

Agenda 

I. Call to Order 

II. Welcome and Opening Remarks 

III. Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 20, 2025 Board Meeting 

IV. Consideration of Appointment of Chief Equity Officer 

V. Consideration of Adult-Use Applications for Approval 

VI. Consideration of CAURD Renewals 

VII. Consideration of Adult-Use Licensee Location Change Amendment Requests 

VIII. Consideration of Cannabis Research License 

IX. Consideration of Certain Applications with Non-Viable Locations Requesting the Board Determine 

Whether Granting the License Would Promote Public Convenience and Advantage    

X. Consideration of Administrative Appeals 

XI. Consideration of Proposed Public Convenience and Advantage Regulations to be made Effective  

XII. Consideration of the 2024 Market Review Report and Recommendations 

XIII. Office of Cannabis Management Report 

XIV. Public Comment 

XV. Adjourn  

 



 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Hope Knight 

Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney 
Brad Usher 

 

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

JESSICA GARCIA 
Cannabis Control Board Chair 

FELICIA A.B. REID 
Acting Executive Director 

 

2 
 

Action Items 

Resolution No. 
2025-41: 

Resolution Approving the Appointment of the Chief Equity 
Officer for the Office of Cannabis Management. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote  

Resolution No. 
2025-42: Resolution to Issue Certain Adult-Use Cannabis Licenses. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote  

Resolution No. 
2025-43: 

Resolution to Renew Certain Conditional Adult-Use Retail 
Dispensary Licenses. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-44: 

Resolution to Approve Certain Cannabis License and Permit 
Amendment Requests for the Purpose of a Change in the 
Location or Cultivation Tier of a Licensee or Permittee’s 
Licensed Premises or Study Site.  

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-45: Resolution to Issue Certain Cannabis Research License. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-46: 

Resolution to Consider Certain Applications with Non-Viable 
Locations Requesting the Board Determine Whether 
Granting the License Would Promote Public Convenience 
and Advantage.  

Failed Vote, 
Rodriguez-
Dabney-Yea, 
Knight-Nay, Usher-
Nay, Garcia-Nay 

Resolution No. 
2025-47: 

Resolution to Render a Decision for Administrative Appeal 
325 Smoke Shop Inc. v. OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0716 
0034, Denying the Appellant’s Appeal and Affirming the 
Decision and Order of the ALJ. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-48: 

Resolution to Render a Decision for Administrative Appeal 
Wicked Glass LLC v. OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0925 
0063, Dismissing the Appeal as Moot and Remanding to the 
OAH for Further Proceedings. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-49: 

Resolution Directing the Office of Cannabis Management to 
File a Notice of Adoption for 9 NYCRR Parts 118 and 119.   

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

Resolution No. 
2025-50: 

Resolution Approving Adult-Use Cannabis Market Report 
and Recommendations. 

Passed, 
Unanimous Vote 

 

Notes & Comments  

• Chair Garcia commented that she understands that they have their former Chair with them 

today and she really wanted to just start off the meeting by acknowledging her and thanking 

her for all her work since they started this great adventure. 

• Tremaine Wright, former Chair of the Cannabis Control Board (“CCB” or the “Board”), stated 

that today, she just wanted to begin her comments with a heartfelt thanks to everyone who is 

participating in this wonderful project of legalized cannabis in New York State (“NYS”) and 

more specifically, she wanted to say thank you to the team who labors daily to serve their 
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communities and stakeholders across this state.  She stated that she also wanted to 

acknowledge every participant who has stood in the gap as they have made strides, 

mistakes, corrections, and revisions.  She commented that she wanted to say thank you to 

Majority Leader, Crystal People-Stokes, who was instrumental in the passage of the 

Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act (“MRTA”) and her role as Chair, and to Governor 

Hochul for her continued support and allowing her the opportunity to serve as the first Chair 

of the NYS CCB.  She noted that the MRTA clearly delineates an independent CCB 

responsible for policy decision making and oversight functions.  She stated that it has been 

her pleasure to serve as the Chair of this Board, with each of the Board Members and their 

former Members and thanked them for their trust, encouragement, guidance, and support.  

She stated that charged with oversight of the integrity of this program, their Board service has 

a duty of leadership that has steadily increased as the agency grappled with changing 

complexity in the industry, data overload and management changes.  She stated that this call 

of leadership places the burden of informed judgment squarely on the Board's shoulders, and 

it must be handled correctly, so it is not draining to the members, nor costly to their 

stakeholders.  She stated that to please continue to listen to the critical voices on the outside 

as well as the inside, because as Milton Friedman once warned, “One of the great mistakes is 

to judge policies and programs by their intentions rather than their results.”  She further stated 

that she is wishing you continued success with this and Godspeed as they continue this work. 

• Felicia A. B. Reid, Acting Executive Director for the Office of Cannabis Management (“OCM” 

or the “Office”), stated that she wanted to spend a couple of moments just acknowledging 

Chair Wright and all of the work she has done over the past several years.  She stated that 

having sat in this role for a little bit over a year, it is not an easy thing to oversee and develop 

New York's cannabis industry, but Chair Wright has done a tremendous job and that her 

dedication, perspective, insight, commitment to this industry is unparallel.  She then thanked 

Chair Wright for the work that she has done, the support that she has given to her and the 

team, and the way in which she navigated the complexities of this work. 

• Chair Garcia commented that she is honored to join you today for her first meeting as Chair.  

She stated that she wanted to thank Governor Hochul for the opportunity and extend her 

appreciation to her fellow Board Members, the dedicated OCM staff, and the many 

stakeholders who continue to build New York’s cannabis industry with care and conviction.  

She stated that coming into this role, she carries with her a deep commitment to equity, 

worker protections, and meaningful access.  She noted that New York’s cannabis market is a 

national model in progress, rooted in social and economic justice, and she looks forward to 

building on that foundation with transparency and purpose.  She stated commented that 

today’s agenda reflects important steps in supporting the industry’s growth, promoting public 

health, and advancing their goals of fairness and accountability.  She stated that from 

regulatory updates to enforcement efforts, they remain focused on a strong, inclusive, and 

well-regulated market.  She further stated that she looks forward to learning from all of you 

and working together to ensure that this industry delivers on its promises to communities, to 
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small businesses, and to the New Yorkers who deserve a cannabis market built with them in 

mind. 

• Upon a motion from Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney, and a second from Board 

Member Brad Usher, the Minutes of the May 20, 2025 CCB Meeting were approved 

unanimously.  

• Acting Executive Director Reid stated that she wanted to take a moment to say a couple of 

things.  She stated that first, on behalf of the Office and Governor Hochul, at your first 

meeting as Chair of the Board, she wanted to extend another warm welcome and another 

congratulations to Chair Garcia on her Chairship.  She stated that although it has only been a 

few short three full throttle weeks, it has been a real pleasure to work with her in this capacity.  

She stated that from what she has seen so far, she can tell that her experience on the Board 

and her concern for the viability and integrity of New York’s cannabis industry, deeply informs 

the path she is blazing as Chair.  She noted that now, although regulation of New York’s 

cannabis market is truly a white-knuckle rollercoaster ride, she is looking forward to doing this 

work together.  She stated that one of the things she wanted to underscore, is in one of their 

first conversations she had mentioned to her that she was struck how often she used the 

words we and us when discussing the work between the Board and the Office.  She stated 

that words matter to her especially, and you can tell a lot by a person and their perspective, 

by how they show up and the words they use and truly, those words mattered.  She stated 

that second, the Compliance Enforcement and Trade Practice Bureau (“TPB”) teams have 

been fiercely at work looking at licensee compliance issues, regulatory violations, and lab 

integrity as they continue to work on investigating cases in their due diligence.  She stated 

that she is particularly looking forward to taking action to hold operators who violate New 

York’s rules meaningfully accountable.  She stated that as a preliminary, she wanted to flag a 

recall that the Office issued earlier this month on June 11th, where there were nine product 

lots produced by IndoGro LLC, which contained unallowable pesticides.  She noted that early 

this morning, the Office announced an expansion of that recall to include 28 additional 

product lots from IndoGro, for reasons including getting product inputs from out of state, as 

you all know inversion.  She stated that those products go by the brand names Indi, Grow by 

Indi, Our Creation and Grow With Us.  She stated that for information on this expanded recall, 

folks should go to cannabis.ny.gov/recalls.  She further stated that if you as a consumer have 

any of the products in the name lots, the Office urges you to discontinue using them, discard 

the product, or return it to the retail dispensary where you bought it, even if you have opened 

the product. 

• Acting Executive Director Reid provided an overview of Resolution No. 2025-41, a Resolution 

Approving the Appointment of the Chief Equity Officer for the Office of Cannabis 

Management.  Pursuant to Section 12 of the Cannabis Law, the CCB is charged with 

appointing a Chief Equity Officer (“CEO”), by an affirmative vote of at least four members.  

The CEO is responsible for assisting with the development and implementation of the Social 

and Economic Equity (“SEE”) plan pursuant to Article Four of the Cannabis Law and ensuring 
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the Board and the Office continue compliance with the plan.  The CEO role will also lead the 

development and implementation of technical assistance and incubation programs to support 

SEE applicants.  The Office has conducted interviews and has identified a candidate for the 

CEO position, L. Simone Washington.  Ms. Washington is a graduate of the University of 

South Alabama and holds a JD from Samford University, as well as a master's from 

Creighton University.  She has held positions at Wellspring Philanthropic Fund as its Chief 

DEI Officer, at BSR as its Global Director for Equity, Inclusion and Justice, at Lawyers for 

Children as its Director for People and Culture, and at Ben & Jerry/Unilever as its Global DEI 

Lead and Strategist.  Throughout her career, she has contributed extensively to helping 

promote racial and economic equity in business, by consulting with nationally recognized 

organizations, including the Casey Family Programs, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 

Open Society Foundations, and the Kellogg Foundations.  Ms. Washington applied among 

443 applicants for the CEO role, sat through two rounds of interviews at OCM, then another 

with the Governor's office, another with the Board, and two more with both Majority Leader 

Peoples-Stokes and Senator Krueger. 

• Board Member Brad Usher commented that he just wanted to express his strong support for 

this appointment and that Ms. Washington has the background that he thinks they need, and 

it is critical that they fill this role.  He stated that if the CEO is spelled out in the cannabis law, 

and to him the provisions of the cannabis law that are outlined there are the center of this 

position, particularly providing economic development opportunities for SEE applicants, 

implementing the SEE plan, and ensuring that applicants can move through the process and 

that they are creating the conditions in the market for success, for business viability.  He 

further stated that he is pleased with that they have someone who can fill this role and 

coordinate across the agency to make sure that the SEE program is always at the center of 

everything they are doing. 

• Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney commented that she would like to also express 

support for Ms. Washington.  She stated that being in this work, this is not an easy space to 

be in right now, but it is needed more than ever.  She further stated that she too would like to 

stress the importance of being able to focus on her position as it is written in the legislation, 

and she is here to support in any way that she can, but she is so happy and so excited, and 

the Office is quite honestly blessed to have someone with her caliber joining them, and she is 

so supportive.  

• Chair Garcia stated that she could not agree more with her colleagues. 

• L. Simone Washington commented that she would like to extend her deepest gratitude to 

Acting Director Reid, the OCM leadership, and members of the CCB for their vote of 

confidence in her ability to step into the role of CEO.  She stated that while this is a mission 

critical and complex job with a lot of moving parts, she is void by the possibilities rather than 

burdened by the fears that this opportunity brings with it.  She stated that as the OCM aims to 

both live up to the ideals of an operationalized social and economic equity, it is the role of the 

CEO to weave a vision that is equally bold and pragmatic that stitches together the highest 

aspirations of the staff, and the buy-in and partnership of the communities that they serve. 
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She stated that in this role, she will bring 20 plus years of technical expertise and more 

importantly, community trust building experience that will help build bridges in large aperture 

of what is possible and create an environment in which problems can be reframed as 

potential.  She noted that if it is not yet apparent, her number one task is to build relationships 

across the cannabis industry and the state to understand what the needs are and where they 

as an agency can have the most impact and by impact, she means asking the so what 

question.  She stated that this little question is the first step towards driving accountability, 

and it ensures that they are being responsive, not reactive to their partners.  She stated that it 

also holds up a mirror to them as an agency, ensuring that they are walking the talk.  She 

noted that in addition to helping to strengthen the connective tissue of this emerging industry, 

she will prioritize building a shared understanding of equity principles, a foundation that will 

guide how they operate as an agency and signal to New Yorkers that they are deeply 

committed to the practice of restorative justice.  She stated that if the work that they all do as 

stakeholders in this industry does not serve to challenge the most broken and exploitative 

aspects of capitalism and center the needs of those who have been most harmed by it, then 

they have missed the mark.  She further stated that it is now her duty and privilege to ensure 

that they are adjusting their aim and their direction as necessary to hit the targets that they 

have set for this collective and that she is looking forward to joining the SEE team and 

partnering with you all to make manifest the ethos of equity as set out by the MRTA.   

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-41, a Resolution Approving the Appointment of the 

Chief Equity Officer for the Office of Cannabis Management, was approved unanimously.   

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-42, a Resolution to Issue Certain Adult-Use Cannabis Licenses.  Before 

the Board today, is a cohort of 59 adult-use cannabis applications which have cleared the 

multistep review process.  The applications in this packet include applications from the 

November and December queues, Processor Type 3 applications, as well as a handful of 

Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary (“CAURD”) provisional licensees seeking final 

approval.  The 59 applications include 1 cultivator, 12 retail dispensaries, 6 CAURD final 

licenses, 14 microbusinesses, 5 distributors and 21 processors.  If approved, this will bring 

the total number of adult-use cannabis licenses that have been approved to 1,785.  To date, 

280 final CAURD licenses have been issued and 260 remain in a provisional status.     

• The Office provided an update on the number of applications that remain pending across the 

different queues. 

− For the November queue, which included 1,603 applications that were queued: 

o 650 of those have received a final license from the Board (not all of these 

have opened or began operations yet). 

o 231 have received a provisional license which allows them time to go out 

and find a viable location to submit it along with their final application and 

will be coming back to the Board for final approval. 



 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Hope Knight 

Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney 
Brad Usher 

 

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

JESSICA GARCIA 
Cannabis Control Board Chair 

FELICIA A.B. REID 
Acting Executive Director 

 

7 
 

o 361 applications are pending, meaning their applications are under review 

going through the additional info required, enforcement checks and 

background check process. 

o 361 November queue applications have been closed meaning they have 

either been denied, withdrawn or administratively closed. 

o Due to recent court action, a number of those licenses may get put back 

into processing and is actively being reviewed by OCM’s counsel office.  

− For the December queue, which includes the different queues depending on the 

license type, the following number of applications remain pending: 

o 2,706 Retail Dispensaries, 886 Microbusinesses, 174 Cultivators, 113 

Processors and 179 Distributors. 

• Upon a motion from Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney, and a second from Board 

Member Brad Usher, Resolution No. 2025-42, a Resolution to Issue Certain Adult-Use 

Cannabis Licenses, was approved unanimously. 

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-43, a Resolution to Renew Certain Conditional Adult-Use Retail 

Dispensary Licenses.  Part 116 outlines the requirements for the CAURD license. The 

CAURD conditional period lasts four years, with the first renewal required after two years 

from the date the license was first granted.  The two CAURD licenses up for renewal today 

received their initial CAURD licenses in early 2023.  These CAURD licensees submitted a 

renewal application in accordance with Part 116, including requiring the submission of a 

notice to the municipality to the applicable municipality or community board in which the 

CAURD licensee operates. The Office has reviewed the applications and is recommending 

approval for the two CAURD renewal applications before the Board today. 

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-43, a Resolution to Renew Certain Conditional 

Adult-Use Retail Dispensary Licenses, was approved unanimously. 

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-44, a Resolution to Approve Certain Cannabis License and Permit 

Amendment Requests for the Purpose of a Change in the Location or Cultivation Tier of a 

Licensee or Permittee’s Licensed Premises or Study Site.  The Cannabis Law and 

Regulations allow the Board to authorize amendments to cannabis licenses and permits.  

OCM launched an amendment survey on August 27, 2024, which allows adult-use cannabis 

licensees to request certain amendments including location or cultivation tier changes which 

require Board approval in accordance with the cannabis regulations.  The Office has begun 

the review of amendments submitted and will be reviewing requests on a rolling basis.  In 

total, there are 46 licensees that are requesting an amendment in some form.  The licensees 

have provided all necessary information in accordance with the cannabis regulations and the 

Office is recommending approval.     
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• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-44, a Resolution to Approve Certain Cannabis 

License and Permit Amendment Requests for the Purpose of a Change in the Location or 

Cultivation Tier of a Licensee or Permittee’s Licensed Premises or Study Site, was approved 

unanimously. 

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-45, a Resolution to Issue Certain Cannabis Research License.  

Pursuant to Section 38 of the Cannabis Law, the Board has the authority to approve and 

license individuals interested in producing, processing, purchasing, and/or possessing 

cannabis for research purposes.  Cannabis research licensees may obtain cannabis products 

from regulated NYS dispensaries, cultivators, and processors across the state, which opens 

the door to valuable research partnership and collaborations.  The following individual has 

applied to the Office to be a cannabis research licensee:  OCM-RSCHAPP-25-0002.  This 

research licensee is looking into disease resistant and drought resistant cultivars for growing 

cannabis particularly in upstate New York with a hope of creating a seed bank from these 

genetics and plants that are more suited to grow in upstate New York conditions.  The Office 

has reviewed this application for project quality, study design, value, and impact and believes 

the applicant has the appropriate expertise and infrastructure to successfully perform the 

proposed research.   

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-45, a Resolution to Issue Certain Cannabis 

Research License, was approved unanimously. 

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-46, a Resolution to Consider Certain Applications with Non-Viable 

Locations Requesting the Board Determine Whether Granting the License Would Promote 

Public Convenience and Advantage.  The Public Convenience and Advantage (“PCA”) 

process allows applicants to request approval from the Board of a location that is within the 

1,000 foot or 2,000-foot radius of another retail dispensary, providing that the Board finds 

such location is determined to serve PCA.  There is one PCA request before the Board today.  

This request will be evaluated based on the current regulations Part 119.4 which are in effect 

today.  For the applicant requesting a PCA, it will be a review of their entire application.  That 

means that if the Board does determine there to be PCA, the whole license will be approved.  

Conversely, if the Board determines there is no PCA, the application will be denied. 

• Patrick McKeage stated that the particular facts surrounding this PCA is its address is 7301 

Niagara Falls Boulevard in Niagara Falls, New York and the applicant’s name is WesCare 

Transportation LLC.  He noted that the nearest active dispensary that is within 1,000 feet is 

Cannabis Dispensary LLC which is approximately 870 feet away and they recently opened in 

April of 2024.  He stated that the nearest pending application is outside of that 1,000-foot 

buffer distance and is roughly a couple of miles away.  He further stated that the Office has 

reviewed information and is recommending that given the proximity of a number of nearby 
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dispensaries in the location already, the Office is recommending to not approve this 

dispensary. 

• Chair Garcia stated that this one will merit some discussion to support. 

• Board Member Brad Usher asked if the other one opened on April, 2025. 

• Patrick McKeage stated correct.                  

• Board Member Brad Usher commented that he is interested to hear from other board 

members.  He stated that this is a hard one for him and he feels like this one has not 

presented enough evidence under the criteria, even under the existing standard, which 

unfortunately, are rather vague but in terms of the difference between them and existing 

locations, there are a number of other locations in addition to the one within 1,000 feet within 

the same community.  He stated that another distinction that he would make is there does not 

seem to be evidence of significant community support for this particular applicant and unlike 

cases that they have looked at in the past.  He further stated that he is interested to hear from 

other Board members, but he does have concerns about granting a PCA in this case. 

• Board Member Hope Knight stated that she supports Brad’s comments in that the applicant 

did not make a compelling case with respect to differentiation and compelling need for its 

business. 

• Chair Garcia stated that she is going to go to Crystal because she is really interested in 

understanding the potential demand in this area because the density of dispensaries, it is not 

so small of a city, and believes it is a population of over 45,000, but it does get a lot of tourism 

upwards of almost 10 million tourists a year, so she is wondering what the capacity is to really 

support another dispensary in the area. 

• Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney stated that Niagara Falls is a heavy tourist area 

and in fact, she thinks that one of the PCAs that they approved last month, this has well over 

that traffic, and she does think it supports.  She further stated that she totally agrees with the 

concerns that Brad and Hope have both expressed, but she does not think capacity in this 

area is an issue or saturation.  She further stated that people from Buffalo, Western New 

York, they just don’t stay in Buffalo and people in Niagara Falls just don’t stay in Niagara 

Falls, so she thinks that the traffic is not an issue, and it could definitely, the argument can be 

made that it would be in the public’s convenience to have another option. 

• Chair Garcia stated that the other distinction is that this would be another adult-use not 

necessarily introducing new product as a microbusiness would but rather potentially sell the 

same class of product that others in the area are selling and at least that is something that 

she is weighing.  She further stated that it is a very nice location with good parking, and it is a 

commercial strip. 

• Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney asked if this is the Town of Niagara or is this 

Niagara Falls. 

• Chair Garcia commented Niagara Falls.  

• Upon a motion from Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney, and a second from Board 

Member Brad Usher, the motion to approve the request in the matter of OCMCAURD-2022-

000179, WesCare Transportation LLC, 7301 Niagara Falls Blvd., Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
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and grant the license because the proposed location would promote PCA under the factors 

set forth in Cannabis Law, Section 64 and Title 9, New York Codes, Rules and Regulations, 

Section 119.4, failed to pass.  Board Members voted the following:  Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney – Yea, Board Member Hope Knight - Nay, Board Member Brad Usher – 

Nay, Chair Jessica Garcia – Nay. 

• Celena Ditchev, Cannabis Control Board Counsel, provided an overview of Resolution No. 

2025-47, a Resolution to Render a Decision for Administrative Appeal 325 Smoke Shop Inc. 

v. OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0716 0034.  The CCB is charged with the responsibility of 

issuing a final determination when an administrative decision is appealed.  This resolution is 

the result of an Administrative Appeal that was filed after a decision was rendered by the 

Office of Administrative Hearings (“OAH”).  This appeal was submitted to the Board for review 

pursuant to Title 9 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (“9 NYCRR”) Section 

133.25(k).  In this appeal, the Appellee, 325 Smoke Shop Inc., asserts the following: 

− OCM failed to establish proper service by not strictly complying with the statute. 

− OCM failed to distinguish cannabis and prohibited cannabinoids and is over 

enforcing. 

− OCM cannot issue an Order to Seal (“OTS”) based on cannabinoids or synthetic 

cannabinoids. 

− OCM failed to establish seized items cannabis under the law. 

− The Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) erroneously relied upon both cannabis and 

cannabinoid products in determining whether the unlicensed activity was de 

minimis. 

− OCM failed to comport with statutory and regulatory requirements to consider 

evidence of abatement as a factor to vacate the OTS. 

The recommendation before the Board today is to deny the Appellant's appeal and affirm the 

decision of the ALJ for the following reasons: 

− Service effectuated was reasonably calculated to provide notice, any defect was 

technical. 

− OCM is authorized to regulate cannabis, cannabis products, and cannabinoid 

hemp and hemp extracts (Appellee regulates hemp that is used or marketed for its 

cannabinoid content in the State of New York). 

− Neither Cannabis Law Sections 138-a or 138-b require a specific type of 

unlicensed activity before the Appellee may take action. 

− Cannabis Law nor the regulations require testing to issue an immediate OTS 

pursuant to Cannabis Law 138-b. 

− A cannabinoid hemp license, or any license issued by OCM, is not designed nor 

intended to provide a cloak from violations of the Cannabis Law. 

− Determination was based on evidence establishing unlicensed activity and 

imminent threat to public health, safety and welfare.     
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• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-47, a Resolution to Render a Decision for 

Administrative Appeal 325 Smoke Shop Inc. v. OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0716 0034, 

affirming the decision and order, was approved unanimously. 

• Celena Ditchev, Cannabis Control Board Counsel, provided an overview of Resolution No. 

2025-48, a Resolution to Render a Decision for Administrative Appeal Wicked Glass LLC v. 

OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0925 0063.  This resolution is the result of an Administrative 

Appeal that was filed after a decision was rendered by the OAH.  This appeal was submitted 

to the Board for review pursuant to 9 NYCRR Section 133.25(k).  In this appeal, the Appellee, 

Wicked Glass LLC, asserts the following: 

− Service was not properly effectuated by the OCM. 

− The Appellant received ineffective assistance of counsel in the proceedings. 

− There was insufficient evidence establishing the OCM issued the OTS in 

accordance with Cannabis Law 138-b. 

− The failure of the OCM to provide the Verified Affidavit of Compliance and the 

Business Owner Affidavit prior to the hearing in accordance with 9 NYCRR 

133.25(e). 

The recommendation before the Board today is to dismiss the appeal as Moot and remand 

the matter to the OAH for further proceedings: 

− The appeal is rendered moot because the OTS was vacated by OCM after the 

appeal was submitted. 

− The remaining relief requested, vacate the Notice of Violation (“NOV”) and Cease 

Order, is not properly raised on an appeal pursuant to 9 NYCRR 133.25(k) and 

thus not properly before the Board. 

− The hearing requested was on the OTS; the NOV and Cease Order were not 

adjudicated as part of the hearing and thus the decision in which the Appellant 

appeals from did not rule upon either the NOV or the Cease Order. 

− Additionally, in this matter, the OCM moved to amend the NOV and Cease Order 

after the decision in this matter was issued.  That amendment is pending review 

by the OAH via a motion to dismiss filed by the Appellant.     

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-48, a Resolution to Render a Decision for 

Administrative Appeal Wicked Glass LLC v. OCM, Inspection No. 104 2024 0925 0063, 

dismissing the appeal as Moot and remanding the matter to the OAH for further proceedings, 

was approved unanimously. 

• Patrick McKeage, Director of Regulatory Operations for OCM, provided an overview of 

Resolution No. 2025-49, a Resolution Directing the Office of Cannabis Management to File a 

Notice of Adoption for 9 NYCRR Parts 118 and 119.  Initial proposed changes to Sections 

118.1 and 119.4 for 9 NYCRR, also known as PCA regulations, were first submitted for a 60-
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day public comment period on October 23, 2024.  The Office received 66 unique submissions 

and completed an assessment of public comment determining additional changes were 

needed and published a Notice of Revised Rulemaking, initiating a second round of public 

comment, opening April 3, 2025.  After the additional 45-day public comment period, OCM 

received 30 new comments.  Commentors during the submission period included adult-use 

cannabis licensees, community boards, and members of the public.  Through this second 

comment period, a lot of the comments were similar to the first requesting that the PCA 

process have a higher barrier to be able to approve those PCA regulations.  There is a 

number of changes from what is in the current regulations.  The first of which is it sets a floor 

in which if a dispensary is close to another dispensary, that no PCA can be considered.  In 

municipalities where there are over 20,000 in population, that the floor is set at 500 feet and 

the PCA requests would only be eligible between 500 feet distance to 1,000 feet distance.  In 

a municipality that is under 20,000 population, the floor is at 1,000 feet.  Those PCA and 

bench requests will be between 1,000 feet and 2,000 feet, reflecting the 1,000, 2,000 

distinction that is currently in the regulations.  There is the conflicting dispensary that is in the 

1,000 or 2,000-foot radius must be operational for a period of nine months.  The justification 

behind this provision is to give some time for that dispensary to become operational, and then 

also have a better understanding if that area needs another dispensary.  Additionally, there is 

a provision which would limit PCA requests when there is a conflict of two or more of the 

same license type.  If there is a proposed dispensary location that conflicts with two other 

retail dispensaries, that would be ineligible for a PCA request.  However, if one was a retail 

dispensary and one was a microbusiness, that would be eligible for a PCA request.  The 

regulations also make some changes as it relates to notification to municipalities and the 

impacted licensees.  It adopts the similar kind of municipal opinion process they have at the 

initial application stage specific to PCA given community boards and municipalities 45 days to 

provide an opinion on the PCA request.  It also requires that when an applicant submits for a 

PCA request, they also send the impacted applicants at the same time that they send to the 

municipality.  Lastly, it includes a provision to allow the entities, stakeholders that are involved 

in the PCA request to be heard and appear in front of the board at a board meeting.   

• Board Member Brad Usher stated that he supports these changes and thinks that they will 

give the Board much better guidance and applicants much better guidance about what the 

standards are.  He further stated that he looked through the public comments and the 

comments generally reflected an interest in at least these strong provisions, and some people 

wanted stronger ones, but thinks these are regardless a real step in the right direction and will 

make these decisions, much more transparent for everyone and he strongly supports them.  

• Chair Garcia stated that she is also really pleased that they are creating more clarity of their 

process, and she looks forward to working with the team on developing the process for 

public, for hearing from both the licensees impacted as well as the community to make it a 

fair process.      

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-49, a Resolution Directing the Office of Cannabis 
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Management to File a Notice of Adoption for 9 NYCRR Parts 118 and 119, was approved 

unanimously. 

• John Kagia, Executive Deputy Director of the Office of Market Policy, Innovation, & Analytics 

for OCM provided an overview of Resolution No. 2025-50, a Resolution Approving Adult-Use 

Cannabis Market Report and Recommendations.  Pursuant to Subdivision 24 of Section 10 of 

the Cannabis Law, the Board shall review the cannabis market two years after the first retail 

sale to review the impact of licensees issued in the adult-use program and determine if any 

such licensees are impairing the achievements of the social equity and small business goals 

of the MRTA.  The Office has compiled a Market Report to examine the growth of New York’s 

legal cannabis industry and assess market outcomes, including the impact of licenses issued 

with substantial market share, for any category of licensure, two years since the first retail 

sale in the state.  The Office recommends the Board accept the Market Report and 

recommendations and further direct the Office to implement recommendation number nine to 

authorize adult-use cultivation licenses the ability to submit an amendment to change their 

cultivation method to Indoor Tier 1 or Tier 2.  

• Chair Garcia asked that among the chief recommendations that are in the report that they are 

supporting is to change the cultivation method for cultivators, if these are for conditional 

cultivators who will be impacted and who are they looking to impact in in that change. 

• John Kagia stated that the adult-use conditional cultivators were precluded from growing 

cannabis indoors and as they were transitioning, they were only eligible to transition into the 

licenses that were previously eligible for.  He further stated that this would allow the AUCCs, 

some who have transitioned to either remain outdoors or transition to mix light, which will give 

them the option to now be able to participate in either Indoor Tier 1 or Tier 2 cultivation if they 

so choose creating a little more flexibility in the marketplace and harmonizing the access to 

the different cultivation tiers for all of their producers. 

• Chair Garcia stated that this does not increase their canopy, it just gives them an opportunity 

to change how they cultivate. 

• John Kagia stated that is right and the goal here to try and keep the amount of supply ordinal 

so if you are moving from a Tier 4 Outdoor, you will be moving to a smaller indoor with the 

expectation that you will be getting more cycles out of it.  He further stated that by way of 

reference, their indoor cultivators are getting between three and a half and five cultivation 

cycles per year and their mixed light producers generally are getting around two cultivation 

cycles per year, but their outdoor producers can only harvest once per year, generally in the 

fall, and this accounts for that in terms of how they would be transitioning from a larger 

outdoor canopy to a limited indoor canopy with the assumption that you are getting more 

cultivation cycles. 

• Board Member Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney asked does this impact people waiting for their 

cultivator license now. 

• John Kagia stated that it does not and that the intent here at least with this change and option 

being given folks to be able to transition to a different cultivation environment.  He stated that 
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the goal here is to try and keep the amount of square footage for canopy amount of 

production area consistent.  He further stated that this is not intended to reduce further 

cultivation opportunities for people who are still waiting in line and indeed, they expect that 

they will continue issue cultivation licenses to meet the growing demand in the state. 

• Upon a motion from Board Member Brad Usher, and a second from Board Member Crystal 

Rodriguez-Dabney, Resolution No. 2025-50, a Resolution Approving Adult-Use Cannabis 

Market Report and Recommendations, was approved unanimously. 

• John Kagia, Executive Deputy Director of the Office of Market Policy, Innovation, & Analytics 

for OCM, Kevin Brennan, Deputy Director of Market Analysis for OCM, Julius Caranda, SEE 

Team for OCM, and Acting Executive Director Reid, provided the following OCM updates.   

− Market Update 

o As of June 2025, New York has 409 open dispensaries across all Empire 

State Development (“ESD”) regions in the state. 

o Based on the population of the state, New York right now has one 

dispensary for roughly every 50,000 people.  The average annualized 

sales per dispensary is $3.75 million.  Density and performance vary by 

region. 

o Licensing all retail applications could result in as many as 4,700 

dispensaries statewide.  This would make New York one of the most retail 

dense markets in the country relative to its population. 

o Cultivation licensing decisions to date have authorized 8.1 million square 

feet of canopy which can accommodate 183% of next year’s demand. 

o To date, New York now has $1.70 billion in total retail sales, with $665.2 

million in sales in 2025.  Monthly sales have grown for five straight months.   

o Average sales per store continues to decline for the 9th straight month. 

o Price declines and increased competition among legal dispensaries are 

negatively impacting on sales per store. 

− Social and Economic Equity (SEE) Update 

o Of the licenses issued today, 47% of adult-use licenses are SEE owned.  

Of those licenses, 68% Minority-Owned Businesses (MOB), 48% Women-

Owned Businesses (WOB), 12% Communities Disproportionately 

Impacted (CDI), 8% Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Businesses (SDV), 

and 8% Distressed Farmers (DF).  Since the inception of the adult-use 

program, 56% of all adult-use licenses issued are SEE owned.  The 

breakdown includes 47% MOB, 57% WOB, 14% CDI, 7% SDV and 7% 

DF.  Licenses may be counted multiple times if they are approved for 

multiple types of SEE categories.      

o The breakdown for SEE across the supply chain includes 38% of Adult-

Use Cultivators, 50% of Adult-Use Processors, 46% of Adult-Use 
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Distributors, 59% of Adult-Use Microbusinesses, and 79% of Adult-Use 

Retail Dispensaries.     

o The CAURD Grant application is closed.  Of the 227 applications received, 

159 in total will be funded, 59 were denied due to ESD being exhausted, 7 

were denied due to ineligibility (not active CAURDs), and 2 were denied 

due to unresponsiveness.  Currently, 52 awardees have received funding 

so far for a total of $1.57 million.  An additional 107 applicants have been 

approved and these applicants have received notification of approval and 

will receive a prompt from FORWARD to send their banking information 

this month.             

− Trade Practice Bureau (TPB) Update 

o The TPB has received dozens of tips and has many active investigations. 

o Current investigations involve a range of market integrity issues, including 

inversion, license stacking, TPI violations, cross-tier and undue influence.  

o The process includes tips, record review, and witness interview.  

o The TPB staff is growing. 

o Anticipated case settlements are forthcoming. 

• Chair Garcia asked how they are assuming demand here. 

• Kevin Brennan stated that it is looking at what this year’s sales have been and the number of 

stores open and projecting that they are opening stores at a similar rate to what they have in 

previously. 

• Chair Garcia asked if that is like 25 a month. 

• Kevin Brennan commented that yes, on average. 

• Chair Garcia asked if they have data on how the value of their product compares to nearby 

states. 

• Kevin Brennan stated that they do have some data on that, and they can look into it a little bit 

further though and send it a future meeting or between meetings.  

• John Kagia stated that the last time that they looked at it, New York had some of the most 

compelling price spreads between the value categories and the premium categories and 

there is something for everyone in the market at this stage. 

• Board Member Brad Usher asked that looking at the numbers they are seeing now, do they 

have a sense as to how this impacts future consideration of licensees both at the cultivation 

level and retail in terms of how they are making decisions about rolling out these and how do 

they think about this going forward. 

• John Kagia stated that that is the billion-dollar question as they think about the outlook for 

licensure in this market.  He stated that the potential license capacity or even the capacity 

that has been licensed so far already has not been fully activated.  He stated that it is 

important to give a little bit of time to see how the existing licensees, how much of their 

capacity is operationalized, how many actually open their doors and of those who open their 

doors, how much of their canopy do they end up using.  He further stated that they will be 
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monitoring very closely the emergence of their licensees through the end of the year and will 

continue to update the board and provide another very substantial update on how much 

capacity has been activated, and how many licenses have become operational, and that can 

be used to inform how much more capacity they can license moving forward. 

• Chair Garcia asked if they had a sense of how long it is taking licensees to become 

operational and what is the completion and what rate of their provisional licensees are 

actually opening doors within the expected timeframe. 

• John Kagia stated that they are working through that data as they speak, and they don’t yet 

have a full cycle to be able to assess how many of the folks are newly licensed and the lag is 

going to be long.  He further stated that they have been estimating that there will be a 30 – 

35% ballpark non-open rate, but it is still too early to say that definitely. 

• Chair Garcia asked how long they estimate that it will take them to get through the November 

queue. 

• John Kagia stated that they still have several hundred licenses to get through in the 

November queue.  He further stated that they suggest that the priority continue to be to issue 

retail licenses given the amount of capacity that has been activated so they do not end up 

with the imbalance that they faced two years ago where they had a lot of production and not 

enough sell through channels. 

• Chair Garcia stated that they need to see how the Growers Showcase gets implemented and 

how successful they are now that they can do that year-round.  She stated that they 

encourage them to continue processing, there is no reason to slow down the supply side on 

the December queue at this rate and that they will get them a market analysis in the fall to let 

them know how they are doing and that they will have more robust data by then and then 

continue prioritizing retail.  She further stated to stay tuned and hopefully by the fall, they will 

have more clarity of when they will officially be opening the December queue for retail. 

• Members of the public were provided the opportunity to address the CCB during the Public 

Comment period.  Participating individuals must limit their remarks to two minutes and should 

only be related to specific agenda items.  Public Comments are listed in Appendix A.  

• Acting Executive Director Reid noted that a lot of you have brought up a particular area of the 

state, where the town and the city have made it difficult for you to open even though you have 

licensure, and going up today on the Office’s website is a one-pager on submitting a request 

for unreasonably impracticable.  She stated that if you go to cannabis.ny.gov/localities, you 

can find out more information about if this is your situation and submitting a request to the 

Office.  She further stated that they have a team in place to review. 

• The CCB adjourned the meeting. 
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Appendix A 

NYS Cannabis Control Board 6/27/2025 Meeting – Public Comment   

 

 First Name Last Name 
Organization 
(If Applicable) 

Public Comment 

1. Garrett Ng 

On Behalf of 
Assembly 

Member Grace 
Lee 

Good morning. Thank you for the opportunity to speak 

today.  My name is Garrett and I'm here on behalf of 

Assembly Member Grace Lee, who represents Lower 

Manhattan and works closely with Community Board 

1.  CB 1 has been on the front lines of the cannabis 

rollout, and while they continue to support dispensary 

applicants in good faith, they have a serious concern 

with how the 500-foot rule is being applied or more 

accurately misapplied.  The cannabis law is clear.  

Retail dispensaries are not to be located within 500 

feet of school grounds as defined by the education 

law, which includes not just the school building, but 

entrances, exits, and the surrounding grounds within 

the legal property boundaries.  Yet in practice, the 

Office of Cannabis Management has adopted 

additional criteria such as “exclusive use” and “same 

road.”  These qualifiers are more narrow and have 

allowed dispensaries to be sited dangerously closed 

to schools, including in some cases the same 

building.  CB 1 has submitted comments, met with 

OCM staff and flagged specific examples, including a 

dispensary site on Hudson Street, just 350 feet away 

from two schools where the law was not enforced as 

intended.  The community board also continues to be 

concerned that proximity protections do not apply to 

CAURD licensees when it comes to youth facilities 

and playgrounds.  A carve out that the board 

respectfully believes, needs to be reexamined.  

Assembly Member Lee shares these concerns and 

urges the Cannabis Control Board to ensure that 

regulations reflect the letter and the spirit off the law.  

We ask that the Cannabis Control Board work more 

collaboratively with community boards that know their 

communities intimately.  Their recommendations 

should be respected and taken seriously while 

considering licenses.  The same thing and wellbeing 
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of our children must remain our priority as the 

cannabis industry grows in our communities.  Thank 

you. 

2. Hugo Rivas 
Long Island 
Cannabis 
Coalition 

Thank you very much to the OCM staff, to the 

Cannabis Control Board staff.  Thank you to Felicia 

Reid and Tremaine for all the work they have done, 

and we welcome in and we welcome Jessica Garcia 

and Simone Washington.  We also wanna shout out 

organizations that are making a big difference in New 

York cannabis industry, like CANY and the Cannabis 

Retail Alliance of New York, my guy Jeremy, big 

applause to him, and the Long Island Cannabis 

Coalition, obviously.  So, we're here to talk about a 

little bit about Long Island.  We're asking for we've 

been asking for your help.  We need opinion letters, 

right.  We've been asking for the opinion letters for a 

while.  We have so many cases right now that we 

need to the opinion letters in order to proceed.  The 

towns over there, they're imposing their own 

regulations.  They're not following what the state is 

asking for and it's really, obviously causing so many 

difficulties financially and many other things, with the 

licensees on Long Island.  So, we need your full 

support.  You know, we, the Long Island Cannabis 

Coalitions have to do a lot of work to kind of make that 

happen, but we are just a little bit of people.  We have 

a little bit of funds and we have a big heart, but, you 

know, we need help.  That's the opinion of this.  Also 

we wanna mention that we need support for the 

cultivators and the micros out there.  The other ones 

that are really the true people, the ones that have 

been, you know, the cannabis that they bringing to the 

market, the micros or the legacy people, they deserve 

a chance to be in the market.  So, we really wanna 

have more of that real, true New York stuff.  Too 

many ROs, too many, you know, some of that, too 

much of that flower and their products are out there 

and they're killing the little brands.  Prices, we have to 

consider all that stuff.  So please support our 

cultivators and our micros.  We need that. For the 

CAURDS, so again, the CAURDS.  You mentioned 

before, there's still like 200 and something CAURDS 

that are still provisional.  That's 200. That's crazy.  Oh 
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my gosh, that's, well, we need your help with that too, 

so help us out. Thank you. 

3. Josh Elyachar 
The Highline 

Cannabis 

Good afternoon. My name is Josh Elyachar, COO of 

The Highline Cannabis application 500 in Hastings on 

Hudson.  We've been engaged in this process since 

November 2023.  Early on, our proximity protection 

was delayed because of a mistaken belief that a 

preschool across the street was on protected school 

grounds.  We met with an official, shared 

documentation and explained that the building is 

owned by Grace Church, not the preschool is used by 

multiple, 70% multiple non-school tenants and is 

zoned as a religious owned property, not a school, not 

a church.  It does not qualify under Education Law 

409.  And the office agreed with us, and we were then 

added to the proximity protected location map just 

before Thanksgiving 2024.  Our full application review 

began in January, 2025.  In early April, we were told 

the review was complete and that our application had 

been submitted to the CCB for final approval.  An 

OCM agent told us that it was one of the best 

prepared applications they reviewed.  On April 9th, we 

received a second notice from the office confirming 

our location was compliant after submitting our 

certificate of occupancy. Since then, we've received 

zero further communication.  After repeated outreach 

with no reply, we filed a freedom of information 

request.  We discovered that the Village of Hastings 

on Hudson had again challenged our location in bad 

faith.  To their credit, the OCM’s general counsel 

defended us in writing and clearly stated their location 

was compliant under both the MRTA and cannabis 

law.  Despite that, we've now waited three months 

without a vote, and five months since the application 

was under active review.  We've received no request 

for additional information, timeline, no reason nothing.  

We followed the law, we provided everything asked of 

us.  We continued to pay rent, running out of time, 

and capital.  We're stuck in silence. We don't know 

why we're being punished.  We're asking respectfully 

and humanely for someone to please give us a clear 

answer.  Please help us. Thank you. 
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4. Kenneth Breiman 
Gezoont 
Goodies 

Hello, I'm gonna wear the hat, anyway. The LICC is 

amazingly supportive, the community, everybody 

knows that.  And, thank you for everything you do. 

Thanks so much.  Also, I have to do a little shout out 

here.  I'd like to acknowledge, Patrick McKeage.  He 

met our, we never met in person, but he was my 

guiding light through my hemp application in 2021 for 

my hemp processing license here in New York.  He 

was so supportive of us and helped us get to where 

we are today.  And thank you so much, Patrick for 

that. So, and basically we at Loving Buds.  We at 

OCM Cultivator 100, Distribution 73, PROC 92, 

Gezoont Goodies, NY LLC PROC 41, Distributor 143, 

express our sincere gratitude for the immense support 

you have provided to the state of New York in the 

cannabis industry.  It's both an honor and privilege for 

us to be part of the pioneering stages of the cannabis 

industry in New York State.  We write the respectfully 

request that the New York State Office of Cannabis 

Management grant Kenneth and Kim Breiman, 

owners of Gezoont Goodies cultivation license.  The 

operations for the license will take place on the 

premises of Loving Buds LLC as a co-op grow.  It is 

noteworthy that both organizations are women owned 

and family run.  Loving buds and Gezoont have found 

exceptional synergy in their collaboration, significantly 

enhancing each other's opportunities, and contributing 

increased tax revenues to the State of New York.  By 

granting Gezoont a cultivation license to operate with 

Loving Buds, we will further empower these two small 

compliant family-owned companies to thrive and grow 

within the New York State cannabis industry.  We 

wholeheartedly thank you for considering our request 

and for all the remarkable work you have done to 

make the opportunity possible.  Thank you.  

5. Neema Wiggins Take N Toke 

My name is the Neema Wiggins founder of Take N 

Toke, a provisional CAURD licensee.  Two months 

ago, I came before this board to address our PCA 

waiver request.  We had least a fully compliant and 

prebuilt cannabis store, the former licensed Medin 

location in Manhattan.  With support from our 

community, at the time, we had already waited nearly 

three months for a response to our PCA waiver 
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request.  It has now been almost five months since we 

submitted our waiver request.  We followed the rules 

at every step of the process, submitting all required 

documents and materials, responding promptly and 

engaging in our local community in good faith. Yet we 

still have never been provided an opportunity for the 

CCB to consider our PCA waiver request.  Even 

worse, the CCB is approving today new PCA waiver 

regulations that will permanently bar any opportunity 

to obtain our PCA waiver.  This is exactly the worst-

case fear that we previously expressed in our 

correspondence in our counsel's letter with respect to 

the proposed PCA waiver rules and regulations 

changes.  This is a travesty that will deny the New 

York Cannabis Market the opportunity to properly 

satisfy the needs of the legal market and the down for 

the benefit of the illicit market.  I noticed that there's 

only a few PCA applications that are being brought up 

each meeting, to be voted on.  Is that because there's 

only ones that's ready to be voted on or is it that 

there's only a limit time available for these meetings?  

The PCA waivers has not gotten a fair chance, 

seemingly due to purposely delayed processing 

timelines with no remorse if a applicant loses his or 

her chances of a license and store location.  I could 

not be more disappointed.  My hopes and dreams 

have been destroyed.  How can this happen in a state 

committed to equity?  Thank you. 

6. Eric Larkin 
Loving Buds / 

Juniper Jill 

Hi, my name's Eric Larkin. I'm from Loving Buds, 

doing business as Juniper Jill Cannabis Company, 

cultivation license number 100, processing license 

number 92, and distribution license number 73.  I'd 

like to start out by first seconding everything Kenny 

and Kim said in our attempt to get a license to be co-

opted for them their cultivation to be co-opted under 

our premises.  But, first I'd like to express my gratitude 

for everyone who makes the industry possible.  

Everyone in the OCM, all the operators who are doing 

things the right way, everyone on the front lines, as 

well as everyone who's behind the scenes.  I know it's 

a lot of thankless work, but just know that we 

appreciate it.  Again, just asking for you guys to 

consider the cultivation license for Gezoont Dummies 
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to be operated under our premises in which we have 

the infrastructure, the resources, and the synergy to 

increase the growth and availability of products to the 

legal market.  If this license is granted, if and when, I 

hope we have the ability to be up and running very 

quickly and increase product for this false harvest as 

well as continuing going forward.  So, just appreciate 

everything and everyone here, everyone who does 

everything to make this industry possible.  Thank you. 

7. Alexander Vaiman Toastree LLC 

Good afternoon, Members of the Board, ladies, 

gentlemen.  My name is Alexander Vaiman and I 

represent Toastree LLC.  We submitted a proposed 

location for our adult-use dispensary at 1584 York 

Avenue in New York, NY 10028.  Unfortunately, our 

submission was denied due to an existing proximity 

protection granted to different applicant at 401 East 

81st Street.  After conducting due diligence, we 

learned from our designation, who also represents 

401 East 81st Street, that the applicant who received 

proximity protection for that address does not and 

never did have a lease nor any agreement or 

business relationship with the landlord at that location.  

In support of these, we submitted a sworn affidavit 

from the head of the property management to the 

OCM, clearly stating that no lease exists between the 

landlord and the applicant.  Further, I have in my 

possession a 4-minute recorded phone call between 

the licensee and the one of the owners of the 

property, 401 81 Street, which licensee openly admits 

to submitting an address without any authorization.  

He acknowledges that he has no control or rights to 

that location and used it under false pretense. That 

recording is available if anybody's interested.  We 

contacted the licensee and informed them that we 

were prepared to take legal action.  In our 

understanding, as of yesterday, June 26th, the 

applicant formally withdrew their proximity protection 

claim for 401 East 81st Street, at least according to 

him.  Given the original proximity protection was 

obtained fraudulently, we respectfully urged the 

Cannabis Control Board and the OCM to take swift 

corrective action and grant proximity protection to 

Toastree LLC for our valid viable location, 1584 York 
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Avenue.  We've worked in good faith throughout this 

process and we are fully committed to operating a 

compliant community-centered dispensary.  We 

simply ask for fairness and clarity as we move 

forward.  I thank you for your consideration.  Again, 

my name is Alexander Vaiman. We thank you. 

8. Jeremy  Rivera Terp Bros 

Good morning. My name is Jeremy Rivera.  I'm the 

co-founder of Terp Bros, a minority owned justice 

involved cannabis dispensary in Astoria Queens.  My 

business partner and I have been working for close to 

a year now to bring Terp Bros to the Ozone Park 

community.  Those efforts have definitely been 

stagnated.  I come here standing accompanied by 

friends and family who are not here on behalf of the 

business, but on behalf of the community we serve.  

In Astoria, we've built more than just dispensary.  

We've built real partnerships, we've created local jobs, 

uplifted area small businesses, work closely with 

elected officials and develop strong, respectful 

relationships with our community board.  And that is 

the model we bring everywhere we go, and it's the 

same commitment we bring to Ozone Park.  Our 

experience in Ozone Park has been entirely different 

than Astoria, though not because we've abandoned 

our commitments, or our values, but because we've 

encountered nothing but obstructions.  The Ozone 

Park Community Board has denied every single legal 

dispensary that has come before them, not based on 

merit, but based on stigma.  Councilwoman Areola 

and the Community Board 10 have constantly placed 

unnecessary roadblocks in the path of every adult-use 

cannabis applicant, regardless of background, 

business model, or community support.  

Unfortunately, myself, my business partners, our local 

advocates, our lawyers, and our business advisors 

feel strongly that the OCM and the CCB have enabled 

this by not considering and or approving our final 

license.  This does not represent the vision of the 

spirit of the MRTA.  The MRTA was created to 

establish a fair, equitable, and accessible pathway for 

legal cannabis businesses, especially those led by 

individuals like myself committed to doing the right 

thing the right way.  What we're facing is not 
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oversight.  It's targeted obstruction and threatens the 

integrity of the entire licensing process.  Right now, 

there are jobs in our community that remain unfilled, 

economic opportunities that remain stalled, and a 

state regulated industry that continues to be 

undermined by personal agendas and outdated 

thinking.  If we are delayed just past the July board 

meeting, I feel that we'll be unable to continue paying 

our rent after investing over $600,000 into the 

business, and we will lose over 18 Ozone Park 

employees that have been hired, trained, and ready to 

work.  We urge the board to look beyond local politics 

and recognize the work we've done, values we 

represent, and the community we are ready to serve. 

Thank you. 

9. Alessandro Cottone Terp Bros 

Good afternoon. My name is Alessandro Cottone.  I 

am the CAURD holder.  I am the license holder at 

(inaudible) Buds, doing business as Terp Bros in 

Ozone Park.  We've been ready to open since April.  

Our store's built we're fully compliant.  We've hired 

local staff, we've hired, trained, and waiting to work.  

These are real people from the community whose 

lives are at hold because of this delay.  At our soil 

location, we built strong positive relationships with our 

neighbors, our local leaders.  We've shown, we've 

operated with integrity and respect.  We are ready to 

do the same in Ozone Park.  The only thing holding 

us back is a negative recommendation from the local 

community board.  We followed every rule, but we're 

still being sold, and it's taken a real toll on our team 

and our business.  We just ask for a fair opportunity 

and to open and serve the community the right way.  

Thank you. 

10. Angelo DiGangi  

Dear Garcia, members of the Office of Cannabis 

Management.  After 40 years of advocating for the 

legalization of marijuana and hemp, it is truly an honor 

to see you in existence.  For four decades, I have 

worked with the church, including the Parish of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel and Monsignor Jamie and his 

predecessor.  My roles included missionary, hadicist, 

religious teacher commissioner, and most recently 

executive board member of the Bishop Biggies 

Project Hope.  In early 2021, I introduced Monsignor 
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Jamie to Jeremy Rivera and Al Cottone, who I have 

known a lifetime.  These two amazing young men met 

Monsignor Jamie on three occasions at Bishop 

Ignatius Cat Scholarship dinner for Catholic high 

schools, and two luncheons, the benefit Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel.  At one of the luncheons, Jeremy and 

Al were presented with an apron, which was part of a 

campaign of breaking bread with Monsignor Jamie, a  

television cooking show.  Aprons are important. They 

signify service.  One of the aprons has Monsignor 

Jamie's picture on it and Terp Bros.  I truly respect the 

Office of Cannabis Management for their search for 

the truth in this matter, we have an ambitious 

politician that wants to just satisfy her voters, and she 

lied to government agencies and the press.  In this 

search for the truth, the whole integrity of this board 

and the industry is at stake. I'd like to submit some 

documents and pictures that demonstrate my 

testimony.  I thank you very much for this opportunity. 

May I approach?  Thank you. 

11. Erin Thurmond  

Hi. Good morning everybody. Good morning to the 

Board.  My name is Erin Thurmond and I'm a 

microbusiness applicant, license number OMCR 2023 

00097, and I applied on October 5, 2023.  I'm 

currently in the December queue of applicants, but 

when I submitted my application, I relied on guidance.  

I received an Office of Cannabis Management and 

submitted a LOI, a letter of intent along with my lease, 

which led me to believe that I'd be considered in the 

November queue applicants.  I'm speaking for myself 

and a lot of other people as similarly situated.  That 

will be small, licensed applicants.  That will be legacy 

people participated in the market before legalization.  

We ain't well capitalized.  We aren't very familiar with 

the legal process that how to engage them, but that 

don't mean we ain't capital.  We are competent.  That 

don't mean we are capitalized.  What I'm asking for 

my application to be reviewed.  We looked at, I've 

submitted hundreds and hundreds of emails and 

conversations with OCM.  I still haven't got a straight 

answer from anybody.  I'm not asking for final license.  

I'm just asking for provisional approval.  Somebody to 

open my application. Take a look at it.  Stop giving me 
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the runaround. Give me a straight answer.  A harm 

has been irreparable by this time, not for me, but all 

those similar situated from losses, unimaginable, not 

just finance, hereby people crying, complaining about 

losing millions.  What about the people losing single 

dollars don't got millions to lose?  So please review 

my application. No similar situated now.  Thank you. 

12. Tameika Valgean  

Hello, my name is Tameika Valgean.  I'm in the 
December queue for the retail license.  I'm number 
399.  I am asking that there become more resources 
out there for the SEE applicants like me who don't 
have a big, big people backing or don't have a whole 
bunch of resources and is trying to make legacy and 
like everyone else.  So I noticed that when 
researching and it because I have been researching 
and doing my due diligence and going to conference  
and things like that, there's not really much help for 
people like me.  I mean, even though people said that 
there is help out there and you come to these 
conferences, and we can help you with networking 
and things like that.  I have been there and there's 
not. I keep getting stopped.  And, we know that there 
is a wait for our license to be open, but in this 
process, we can get ourselves ready if we have 
resources.  So, when you guys do call, we can just be 
ready to have it open instead of now we have to wait 
again once we become licensed to try to get funding 
or to try to get any resources to open our stores.  So 
just a little more resources maybe and more 
transparency for to SEE applicants that's doing it by 
theyself and that don't have billions of people behind 
them.  And that have the, that's doing mostly 
everything but stopping with the resources. That's it. 
Thank you. 

13. Janice McDaniel 
Janice Grow 

Essential 
Materials 

Good afternoon. My name is Janice McDaniel.  I 
have, we had tried to open up retails dispensary.  
We're underneath the justice involved.  My problem is 
that we have sent in several letters because we had, I 
had put in for proximity.  Proximity was approved in 
January, but then I had to change the location, which 
was maybe a block and a half away because I was 
having problems with the landlord that they did not 
want that type of program in their building.  Put it in, 
got approved again, all through OCM that my 
proximity was good.  We are supposed to be opening 
up in June.  We put in over $300,000 to try to get this 
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store together.  I don't have that kind money. Okay, 
remember I said I'm justice involved.  Now in May, I 
received early May.  They said, oh, there was a glitch 
in the system, they messed up. I understand you 
messed up once, two times.  It's not a mistake. All of a 
sudden, I was the only one on the map.  Then all of a 
sudden on the map now comes a building that I never 
even heard of that they said that they had put in for as 
per OCM.  I went around there. I looked at that 
building.  That building from a small little residential 
house has turned into a huge building laying almost 
on top of a store next to it and has so many violations 
on it.  Out of nowhere that this store came.  I need 
some help. Okay? I have a 10-year lease.  I can't just 
pick up and leave.  I can't afford, I have to pay rent 
every month on a store that I can't even open.  So I 
need some type of assistance.  I've submit several 
letters. I had attorneys.  It cost me money for 
attorneys. Okay, I'm basically tapped out.   So I need 
somebody to take a look at this and see about maybe 
doing something, a waiver.  Give me, I don't wanna 
put in a waiver because I heard if you put in a waiver 
that you would not be able to get to be able to submit 
another application.  So, I need some help.  The 
organization is Janice Grow Essential Materials.  
Thank you. 

14. Sean Lustberg 

Mottz Only 
Authentic New 
York Authentic 

Style LLC 

Good afternoon Chair, members of the board.  My 
name is Sean Lustberg, co-founder of Mottz Only 
New York Style LLC CAURD licensing number 400.  
We were one of the first CAURD licensees over two 
years ago.  We've spent the last 14 months working in 
good faith with the town of Southampton to open our 
dispensary in Hampton Bays.  We've invested over 
$1.3 million paid rent every month and followed every 
rule, every procedure, and every local requirement.  
We were days away from having our site deemed 
complete until just one day before the final meeting, 
we received a letter from the Chief Building inspector 
that changed everything.  The letter claimed we were 
within 500 feet of a school, but the property in 
question is St. Rosalie's Church, which operates a 
daycare, not a school.  Even the planning board had 
previously acknowledged that the site is zoned and 
used as a church, not exclusively as a school.  As 
required on both the OCMs guidance and the New 
York State Education Law.  Determination came 
suddenly following a private meeting with the building 
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inspector and the reverend of the church who has 
publicly outspoken in opposition to our business.  And 
the measurement used in the letter was also incorrect.  
What's even more baffling is there's a liquor store 
directly across the street from the same church 
subject to the same distancing rules and has never 
been challenged.  It became clear to us, this isn't 
about zoning or safety.  This is about politics and 
stigma.  We didn't just sit back, we hit the streets.   
We met local businesses, residents, community 
members, and we found what was unexpected.  They 
support us. They support safe access.  They support 
local ownership.  They just don't support how this 
process, it's turned out. Because we got no support 
from the OCM or governor's office, we were forced to 
file zoning board of appeals.  We still have no ZBA 
hearing scheduled while the town continues to delay 
and obstruct.  We are actively being harmed 
financially, legally, emotionally, and now the town is 
attempting to rezone the very highway we are located 
on to exclude dispensaries altogether.  A plan that sat 
dormant for 10 years until our business entered the 
picture.  I'm standing here today to ask respectfully 
but urgently, the OCMs legal team to step in and help 
us.  We cannot continue fighting this alone. Thank 
you. 

15. Joseph Lustberg 
Mottz Green 

Grocer 

Good afternoon. My name is Joseph Lustberg.  I'm 
gonna pick up where my brother left off.  So after the 
building inspector last minute sent us that letter to 
reclassify the church as a school.  The town forced us 
to the zoning board of appeals.  They want to change 
the entire highway to Hamlet commercial.  We're zone 
highway business.  If they do that, we will be blocked 
out.  You know, there's a meeting next Tuesday at 
6:00 PM to rezone our property.  If that happens, all 
the money that we put into this all the time and energy 
will be out the window.  We put out press release  
after press release trying to get your attention.  
Nobody responded to us.  We went to this town board 
meeting to overturn this potential rezoning, and we 
saw clearly by everybody there from the town that 
they were opposed to cannabis.  We were showed 
our property by Jay Sneiderman, the old town 
supervisor of Southampton.  When he was moved out 
and the new regime came in.  They are completely 
against cannabis. Maria Moore has publicly said in the 
newspapers that she does not want cannabis coming 
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to her community.  We cannot do this fight alone. We 
need the OCMs help.  If nobody shows up to that 
meeting besides us next Tuesday, we could be 
screwed.  And then all the money that my family and 
friends invested in, trusted in us to open our store.  
Trust me, when I tell you I will open my store, whether 
I have to go to Supreme Court and sue you, whether I 
have to sue the town, whatever I have to do to open 
my store, Mottz Hampton Green Grocer is going to 
happen.  So you either come with me to the 
Hamptons, you answer my emails.  I see John all the 
time. I email him.  I've emailed Phil Rumsey.  We 
hired a lobbyist to come out and come and contact 
you guys.  Nobody has responded.  You say you want 
my emails, you want me to call you till I'm blue in the 
face. I already called him four times this morning.  
When the f**k are you guys gonna come and help us?  
When are you gonna come and help us?  The craziest 
thing, the craziest is the Shinnecock has pulled their 
emblem from the town of South Hampton because of 
what's going on there.   

16. Audrey 
Bonanno-
Williams 

 

Good afternoon, all. My name is Audrey Bonano 
Williams.  I'm one of the owners of Cannabis New 
York, located in New Paltz, New York, Hudson Valley. 
Our license number is OCM Retail 2023, the 
November queue 000996.  We're here today to 
express our growing concern and deep 
disappointment over the lack of transparency and 
responsiveness from the Office of Cannabis 
Management regarding our provisional license and 
location approval.  Our license was approved in 
February of 2025 with the stipulation that we find a 
new location or submit our PCA waiver due to a 
nearby microbusiness called the Weedery, operating 
within 800 feet proximity. It's a microbusiness.  
Despite submitting our application with an executed 
lease, we now have a lease holder for over two years 
and a half. We've never received proximity protection, 
which acts OCM never responded or clarified this 
during our deficiency notice.  Yet we just moved 
forward and quickly submitted a request for a PCA 
waiver along with all necessary documentation.  Since 
then, the process has become a nightmare, not 
because of the regulations, but due to the 
unreasonable delays and lack of communication from 
OCM.  We've made repeated attempts to get updates 
of clarification only to receive vague generic replies 
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that do little to help us move forward. Then 
unexpectedly, the Weedery, the very reason, our 
denial, for the of our PCA, I mean for our approval, 
has recently closed their doors.  Their business is up 
for sale.  We submitted all of the documentation 
recently and I want to thank Nickolas Perry for 
responding to an email finally.  And we stand here 
today asking that you expedite this for us.  And thank 
you very much. 

17. Jocelyn Fenton 
Supreme 
Elevation 

My name is Jocelyn Fenton and I'm with Supreme 
Elevation, which is an adult-use minority woman 
owned retail dispensary application that was placed in 
the top 100 of the December queue.  I stand before 
you today to dispel the false assumption that the 
December applicants had no financial investment 
beyond an application fee in our application process.   
We were excited to be in the top 100 when the 
December queue was released on March 11, 2024.  
But on April 4th, the OCM requested TPI fingerprints 
within 30 days in 2024.  We submitted them April 23rd 
in 2024, well ahead of the deadline.  And the OCM 
communicated to us the same day and stated, and I 
quote, you're all set now, thank you for your 
cooperation, end quote.  The only step left was a 
background check, which we welcomed given our TPI 
strong credentials.  As a result of that OCM email, we 
spent considerable time real money on consultants, 
on property, on preparation for a final license.  Then 
May 10th showed up.  Without warning, an improper 
and sudden rule change took place violating SAPA 
under the guise of a supplemental policy guidance, 
which prioritized the entire November queue and 
disregarded the December queue.   Enough's 
enough. Now is the time to review the December 
queue.  I have heard earlier, oh, well, we're gonna be 
doing it.  The December queue is almost over.  Now, 
it's going to take to the fall. This is not cool.  Chairman 
Garcia, we are calling on you to uphold the integrity of 
the process and to do what's right.  Every December 
queue applicant that was reviewed and there were 
plenty prior to the rule change, should move forward 
and be granted a provisional license before any 
second or third application in the November queue 
showed up. Thank you. 

18. Haja 
Ramalanjao

na 
Dank Delights 

NY 
Hey, how are you?  So I am a microbusiness 
applicant in the December queue.  I really echo 
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what the previous speaker, spoke about.  I'm in the 
Long Island market where there's eight retail 
dispensaries there that are averaging in $21.5 million 
a year.  Us being a microbusiness, we're trying to add 
to the community.  Growers, we've spent a lot of 
money on investors.  We had no guidance 
whatsoever.  I'm pretty sure all of you know, the OCM 
does not respond when you email them.  We all know 
this. So I've been emailing for 18 months, even just 
asking for a provisional.  So I'm not even at the point  
where I see most people are up here and saying how 
bad everything is.  I haven't even got a provisional yet, 
and it's just me by myself.  I have lost over $50,000 
alone.  And I know that might not seem big, especially 
to big places on Long Island, like Strain Stars, but to a 
little guy that's trying to get off the ground, $50,000 is 
a lot.  I've left my other business as an appraiser.  I've 
put all my savings into this.  So all I come here to ask 
is that you get a move on with a December queue so I 
don't have to keep driving here and going in front of 
everybody else who I think we all echo the same 
problems.  And I think we've all read the letter on 
Reddit, the leaked letter from people who work at 
OCM, and I'm starting to see that it's not a lie.  There, 
there are a lot of things that they speak about that are 
true.  And, you know, I do thank all of you for allowing 
us to speak, all the hard work you have done.  But 
there are smaller people here that, you know, we don't 
have millions of dollars.  It's just me. And I've been 
hurting. And the OCM, at least the people there don't 
even really seem to care, to be honest with you.  And 
that's the attitude that, I think a lot of people are 
getting.  And, I just wanted to, you know, come here 
and say, hey, listen you know, I think I said my 
application, Dank Delights Inc., you guys can look into 
it, that'd be great.  But I'd also ask you to look into 
everybody you know, everybody else's application.  
Thank you. 

19. Sean Maguire 
HAPPY123NY

C, LLC 

Hello, my name's Sean Maguire.  I'm here to speak 
about OCMCAURD 2022-000816, a retail dispensary. 
I'm here today.  I'm at the finish line, I have a fully built 
out dispensary on the corner of 30 Avenue and 10th 
Street in Manhattan.  I received my provisional 
approval status July 29, 2023, and then we were 
prompted to, sign a lease to move on with the post 
application.  So I signed my lease November 23, 
2023, which is 17, 19 months ago.  So I've been 
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paying $30,000 a month for the last 19 months. It took 
seven months to get my proximity protection,  
which seems pretty crazy.  Seven months times 
$30,000 just to get the proximity protection.  This 
February 5th, I received an email from the OCM 
asking for my licensing agreement for the name for 
my DBA.  I submitted that to them immediately.  Then 
four months later, I received an email asking me 
to change one sentence in the licensing agreement.  
Within 24 hours, myself and my attorney submitted 
the one sentence change.  And, now it's been one 
month since we've submitted that one sentence 
change to the agreement.  We're just waiting on an 
answer, but from the past seven months waiting for an 
answer in the past four months, waiting for an answer, 
I just felt compelled to come here and speak about it 
and put it in front of you guys because it's literally one 
sentence, like on the redline did, I gave them the 
executed and the red line so that they need to look at 
it and just approve it so I can get to the next step.  
Everything is in with compliance.  I'm literally at the 
finish line.  I have employees, rent, insurance, electric.  
It's been going on for a long time, $570,000 on rent 
alone, just waiting for responses.  And I don't, that's 
my retirement.  So I don't know how much longer I 
could sustain this.  I don't think I could wait four 
months for an answer.  I might have to stop. 

20. Blair McSorley  

Good afternoon, Esteem members of the board that 
the Cannabis Control Board and welcome Deputy 
Director Reid.  My name is Blair McSorley and I'm a 
proud native New Yorker and legal cannabis 
professional with nearly a decade of experience in this 
industry.  I've dedicated years to this field because I 
believe in cannabis, not just as a product, but as a 
movement, a community, and a career path that can 
uplift people, families, and neighborhoods.  Today, I 
speak not only for myself as a professional, but for all 
the people whose livelihood and families depend on 
the access to this opportunity.  On March 5th of this 
year, I was offered a role with Happy 123 NYC LLC. 
However, I was not able to begin work until just this 
past Monday.  That's 110 days of waiting, sorry, I'm a 
little nervous.  It's 110 days of waiting for a job to 
begin simply due to the pacing of the licensing 
process.  In March, my husband had to go on 
disability resorting in a 40% loss of our income for our 
household.  I pursued this job at Happy 123 NYC LLC 
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because I needed to step up for my family.  But like 
many New Yorkers, I couldn't afford to just simply sit 
around and wait.  I had to continue working at my 
previous much low, more paying job just to keep us 
afloat.  It's a deeply frustrating experience to know  
that you're qualified, ready, and willing, but unable to 
start working because the green light hasn't come yet. 
In New York City, people don't have months to spare 
when it comes to feeding our families or paying rent. 
That's why I'm here today to express that Happy 123 
NYC LLC is ready.  We're ready to open our doors.   
We're ready to create reliable employment, 
opportunities for legal local candidates ready to 
operate responsibly and compliantly in this 
burgeoning industry.  We're not just another business 
in the East Village.  We're a team of passionate and 
professional people who believe cannabis can unite 
and heal communities.  We just need the final 
inspection and your approval.  Please allow us to 
move forward, not just for the company. Thank you. 

21. Kim Stetz 
Fuzzi Farmer 

LLC 

Hello, I'm Kim Stetz and I have a microbusiness in the 
December queue.  It's Fuzzi Farmer, LLC, and I'm just 
up here on behalf of like let's get those open. Let's get 
a chance to look at them.  There's a lot going on in 
this industry.  I've been in it since 2022 with my 
partner and I'm a SEE applicant with another partner 
in this who's also a SEE applicant.  So I just wanna 
say, let's get to the December queue, please.  The 
microbusiness, it's essential as part of the whole 
picture for what we're working on with our team.  
Thank you. 

22. Marquis Hayes 
Brown Budda 

New York 

Good afternoon. My name is Marquis Hayes, founder 
of Brown Budda New York.  I'm gonna attempt to sing 
the unsung for a city that eats its young.  My name is 
Marquis Hayes, owner of Brown Budda New York, a 
licensed CAURD dispensary located in Southampton, 
New York.  I'm writing today out of urgency and 
desperation.  My business is on the brink of collapse 
due to ongoing municipal obstruction.  I need 
immediate support from OCM and the Cannabis 
Control Board to survive.  We applied for licensure in 
September, 2022 as part of the CAURD cohort.  While 
initial batch of provisional license was issued later that 
year, Brown Budda was officially licensed June, 2024.  
To date, we have invested over $1.8 million of 
personal and partner capital into building a compliant 
community center dispensary with delivery operations 
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ready to serve the region.  Despite meeting all state 
requirements, the town of South Hampton is actively 
blocking our ability to launch delivery, claiming that a 
special exception in full site plan approval are 
required even though our location is not open to 
public and is solely used for secure license dispatch. 
The town references internal OCM communications to 
justify this stance, yet their interpretation directly 
contradicts Law 131, section two, which preempts 
municipalities from creating unreasonable and 
impractical barriers to licensed operation.  As a result, 
our delivery program has been stalled, our reputation 
damaged and our customer trust eroded.  We are at 
risk of losing everything, not due to lack of effort or 
compliance, but because of conflicting guidance and 
lack of timely support.  We urgently need the 
Cannabis Control Board and OCM to reaffirm the 
municipalities cannot prohibit deliveries when no 
express local law does so.  Issue a formal clarification 
or directive addressing the town of South Hampton's 
obstruction and swiftly to protect equity licenses from 
delays in misinformation that threaten their viability.  
Thank you. 

23. Jeffrey  Hoffman  

Good afternoon. My name is Jeffrey Hoffman.  I'm an 
attorney here in New York City.  I also represent a 
whole bunch of other organizations, including the 
Cannabis Justice and Equity Initiative, as well as 
NYCRA.  I first wanna thank the board on behalf of 
my clients to whom you awarded licenses today, or 
you approved their change of locations in a variety of 
other elements.  Dickens wrote, it was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times, and I do want folks to 
recognize that.  I do want folks to recognize that New 
York is doing what no other state has done.  The 
number of licenses that are getting in the hands of 
folks that do not look like me is unprecedented in the 
United States of America.  That is the best of times.   
The worst of times is what you are hearing through 
some of these public comments and what you've been 
aware of from other public comments.  Janice, who 
spoke here earlier, she's one of my clients.  I 
mentioned her situation in a previous board meeting.  
I do appreciate Ms. Reid reaching out to us with the 
best that the office could offer and could be to apply 
for a PCA waiver.  I don't know that you guys making 
a mistake on proximity protection, that the answer is 
apply for a waiver that if you deny will be the end of 
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her license.  I don't believe that's an appropriate 
outcome.  Many other people here in the room have 
expressed to you their concerns.  I believe that the 
OCM is woefully underfunded and does not have 
sufficient staff to deal with the overwhelming task that 
they are dealing with.  I think the office is doing the 
best they can under the circumstances that they have,  
but somehow we need to work together to get the 
answers that the folks in this room need.  It is critical. 
Thank you very much. 

24. Angelo LaRoche Green Klub 

Good day to the board and everyone here.  My name 
is Angela LaRoche, license number OCM-MICR 
24000186 from the November queue.  I'm the sole 
founder and owner of Green Klub, a craft cannabis 
microbusiness.  Proudly born from my Trinidadian 
roots, raised in Brooklyn, shaped by my undergrad at 
Manhattanville, and Purchase, New York and 
sharpened by my MBA from Cornell University.  I 
created Green Klub five years ago.  Green Klub is 
fully bootstrapped, no investors, just grit, sacrifice and 
a belief in this dream.  Just me.  I finally secured a 
location at South Street Seaport in Manhattan, a 
perfect welcoming home for a compliant community 
minded cannabis microbusiness.  But I cannot open. 
Despite doing everything by the book approvals, 
paying rent, electric internet, build out payroll, 400k of 
debt.  I'm still waiting on one thing, a virtual 
inspection.  I followed up with OCM several times, and 
this delay is crushing me.  I'm doing everything in my 
power to keep this alive, and I just asked the OCM to 
do its part in helping me in this final step.  You all 
have done incredible, work laying down the 
foundation of this industry. I say that sincerely.  It's 
something that many of us probably couldn't do, but I 
also do urge that you consider revisiting the 
microbusiness cultivation restriction.  Specifically the 
rule that ties us micros in Manhattan to one county.  
Allowing a 25-mile radius instead, would let 
businesses like mine operate, grow sites in Brooklyn 
or Queens where space and costs make much more 
sense than being forced to grow in Manhattan.  And in 
the great words of Michael Jordan, some people want 
it to happen.  Some people wish it would happen. 
Others make it happen.  We want to succeed. I wanna 
succeed. Just want a shot.  Angelo from Green Klub. 
OCM MICR 24000186.  Thank you. 
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25. Evelyn Zapata 
New York 
Cannabis 

Times 

Hello, I’m Evelyn Zapata.  I'm the CEO of the New 
York Cannabis Times.  I'm not gonna give you a hell 
of a lot of numbers because I'm not a number.  Please 
look at me when I'm speaking to you.  Second, I am 
from the December queue. I am queue number 500.  
Thank you for that. However, after you closed the 
queue, December 17th, 2023, which made me a 35-
year-old vet from a corner, right?  We had after you 
closed, we had 65 days after you closed.  We had a 
45-day window to sue you for a speedy process.  
Under Article 78, you've been distracted, right?  You 
are following the MRTA, right?  But the MRTA also 
says that you should treat cannabis as liquor.  We're 
not special. So all these proximity protections, I'm 
sorry everybody, some of y'all gonna have to learn 
how to hustle from 300 to 500 feet.  This is a 20 
million population state.  That's one. Two, Monday I'm 
filing a lawsuit 'cause I'm not on your time.  July 29, 
2024, I was diagnosed with a tumor.  So I'm not on 
your time. I want my license.  I'm not waiting no four to 
six months, man.  I'm not two, two lawsuits because 
I'm a (inaudible) this proximity protection b******t.  
Cause I am a boss that ruled the corner with an iron 
f*****g panty.  And I had n****s at 150 feet. I'm not on 
your time.  Forget these two minutes.  I just told you I 
have mother******g a tumor.  Do you think I’m on your 
time? I come before those other people.  I’m a 
December queue applicant.  The only good thing 
about this tumor is I'll see my parents.  That's great. 
But Monday, I'm with three lawsuits.  I'm the daughter 
of a man that beat the FBI by himself then became a 
lawyer.  My grandfather's a lawyer. My father's a 
lawyer.  My little brother's a lawyer.  I'm coming from a 
down with this f*****g ***.  You could either given it to 
me within the next 30 to 60 days.  I'm gonna give you 
that 30 to 60 days in time.  But you giving it to me, 
even if you're giving it to me in a mother******g coffin, 
because I'm gonna leave my brother with enough 
damages to shut your ass down.  By the time I'm 
through with you, you're gonna have a wing at OCM 
say, dedicated to Evelyn, all the evidence that people 
that don't have, because I stopped happening for y'all.  
That's what you asked for. You asked us to behave.    

26. Martine Aguiar 
Women of a 

New 
Generation Inc. 

That's tough to, that's tough to follow, ma'am.  I pray 
for you in my prayers.  Please. I'm sorry. So my name 
is Martine Aguiar.  I'm application number 858 from 
the 2022 application.  So the social justice way back 
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then.  We were granted, the provisional license last 
July, but now we're facing a deadline of this July 
cause you only have a year to get everything in order.  
My comment is that because we wait so long for the 
application to get approved and get to the original 
stage, things happen in the interim of that, which you 
know, then you have new staff, new this, new that, 
places where like a lot of these people are 
complaining about.  The email I just received says 
that literally you are not giving extensions on the 
provisional license if you haven't completed the other 
part of it.  So is the, I just wanna know a way of 
getting cause these people are waiting for to get a 
provisional license, but don't, what they don't 
understand is the next step after that is months and 
months of more delays or more confusions or more no 
responses.  And, then you're put now into a 300 like a 
year dilemma of you can't get it done and your 
application's gonna completely be thrown out.  So, I 
just wanted to know like if there's any way of getting 
an extension or if you can change that process.  So, 
it's application number 858 from the 2022 social 
justice reform.  So, it’s a minority, all women owned, 
disadvantaged, socially affected, fit all the above 
categories.  Had a property that we actually owned 
through a nonprofit organization.  All those things that 
we have.  So we had all things in order, but it was just 
delays in the non-transparency and not being able to 
get responses.  And now we are facing, getting the 
whole thing just thrown out because once we got the 
provisional acceptance, you only gave us a year to 
get the ducks in a row. Thank you. Help that lady. 

27. Coss Marte CONBUD 

Thank you OCM for allowing us to comment here and 
congrats, Jessica, for having this position.  What you 
just did today, like gives us hope I feel like because 
people don't really understand that if we flood the 
market, the market collapsed.  Right? And that's why 
we're creating this alliance CRANY, Cannabis Retail 
Alliance of New York.  We already have five operating 
dispensaries that are aligned and we have like 20 plus 
people that are waiting to get on board.  So, we 
launching that July 9th next in a week or so.  So, if 
you wanna know more information, anybody that's 
operating in retail, please reach out.  We have a lot, a 
lot of resources that we could offer.  So, you can not 
only save money on what you already spending and 
just work, work smarter, not harder.  On top of that, 
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I'm here to complain too because there's how many 
people are here, right.  Like, this is crazy. How many 
people are here in this room?  In this room right here? 
Not many.  We could solve these issues right now in 
this room, right.  We could solve Evelyn's issue.  We 
could solve Jeremy issues in these rooms right here.  
This is not, we are not, wait, we are not dealing with a 
thousand emails.  There's a hundred people here, 
right.  So let's, every month I lost, I took a chance on a 
location, right.  For a CAURD applicant. I lost 40 
grand, right.  For seven feet and 10 inches. Seven 
feet and 10 inches.  I took a gamble. I understand the 
law, right.  But it's crazy for these individuals, right.  
The MRTA was written for the little guy to win, right.  
The little guy to win the little, small farmers to win and 
us to win that.  People that's been on the block for 
years suffering, right.  So over 40 feet, that man told 
me he, he's fighting 40 feet.  He's paying, he lost a 
half a million dollars.  Alright, and then one more last 
thing, right.  I just wanna say, yo, thank you for what 
you did today cause it really gives me hope in this 
industry that we're gonna really analyze this shit the 
right way and do the right thing for the right people.  
So, let's solve these.   

28. David  Nicponski 
NYCRA/Freshly 

Baked 

I very much agree with Coss’ last point there about 
the PCA rejection. Thank you.  Hello everyone. I'm 
David Nicponski, the Director of the Cannabis Retail 
Association, owner operator and co-founder of 
Freshly Baked Family, minority justice, and woman-
owned retail dispensary business.  First a warm 
welcome.  Congratulations to you, Ms. Garcia.  We're 
very happy to see you in this position. Welcome.  I 
imagine you all are very tired of hearing me say this 
every month.  I know I'm tired of saying it, but the 
state and city are dramatically failing at enforcement 
against the illegal market.  Illegal operators continue 
to operate openly confusing customers as to who are 
legal retail businesses and who are not.  And there 
continues to be no effective enforcement action being 
taken to fix this in Bronx County.  For the last 14 
months, I've been repeatedly reporting the dozen 
closest illegal stores around us to both the city and 
state enforcement personnel and reporting systems.  I 
simultaneously send copies to individual staff 
members, enforcement leaders, elected officials, and 
the state tax crimes enforcement division.  All of these 
groups have promised enforcement around our store.   
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We were specifically assured on January 7th of this 
year that they would be prioritized and handled soon 
by New York State's Director of Enforcement.  I am 
sure you know where I'm going with this.  Here we are 
six months later and we've just hit a milestone during 
the recent street fair around our store.  The grand 
opening of a new illegal dispensary, meaning there 
are now twice as many of them open within three 
blocks of us as there were when we opened 14 
months ago.  That's insane. This happened during a 
children's fair.  The fair was surrounded on all sides 
by the other five closest illegal stores.  We sent 
evidence of this to the sheriffs and the state well in 
advance that this was happening.  Receipt of this was 
acknowledged by the New York City Sheriffs.  No 
enforcement takes place.  Meanwhile, on Wednesday, 
we had a surprise OCM inspection at our store to 
make sure that our colors aren't too bright and our 
vendor brand logos can't be seen from outside the 
store.  Fine, we're licensed and we have to comply. 
That's fine.  But it's a slap in the face to have us being 
driven into bankruptcy due to the state and city 
enforcement agency's apathy and neglect over the 
growing illegal store problem. This needs to be 
addressed.  Fix it. 

29. Omari Eastman  

Hello. Good morning. Oh, yeah, good morning.  I'm a 
microbusiness applicant.  Just me, my dad and my 
brother.  And we just want like a little bit more, I guess 
expedience when it comes to that.  And also I don't 
share the same settlements as the other guys that say 
we need like less saturation.  We need a little bit more 
because there's delis on every corner selling weed.  
And like, the reason why they don't go to dispensaries 
and they go to the delis is 'cause they sell better weed 
with cheaper prices.  So like, that's a big reason why 
you'll see sales going down.  So like, that's just, that's 
just how I feel.  But you talk to people in the hood or 
anybody else, they go the regular people. So thank 
you. 

30. Kate Hruby KJH Strategy 

I'm Kate Hruby.  I'm a lobbyist, a regulatory 
consultant.  I wanted to congratulate you, Jessica on 
your appointment to the board.  I think it was like, I 
don't know, nine months ago that I testified about the 
PCA waiver.  And I felt like you were listening and I 
felt like John and Pat were listening and I am very, 
you know, I think it's a good compromise what we 
have that we are now adopting.  And I appreciate you 
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listening.  I also appreciate the no vote and the office 
might not like that, but y'all are not a rubber stamp 
and I think that you know that.  And that's good. We're 
here to deliberate.  We're here as a democratic, you 
know, society to consider this program.  On that note, 
I was pleased, although somewhat concerned to see 
that the Cannabis Showcase regulations have not yet 
hit the register from May.  I think they need a lot of 
work specifically when they come to microbusinesses.  
And John may disagree, although you're going on 
vacation, so.  But specifically when it comes to 
microbusiness's ability to participate on the retail side 
because they are authorized as retailers.  And if you 
are to say, well, they're only supposed to sell their 
own product, yes, but much like other folks in the 
supply chain, microbusinesses under 123.11 and 
123.12 are authorized to both purchase cannabis 
flower from cultivators as well as, send their products 
out for processing without giving over title and take it 
back.  So there are other entities, if they choose which 
they should be allowed just like an ROD to choose 
which in what capacity they participate, they should 
be able to participate as retailers, meaning they can 
use their site, they can organize an event.  They can 
also participate in pop-ups and pop-up locations as 
well.  And they can bring on, if they have a processor 
that further process their flower, they could have them 
participate as a production side licensee.  They could 
also have a cultivator from which they brought flower 
and then further process and participate.  So anyway, 
food for thought. Thank you. 

31. Clayton Robertson 
3RD Rock 
Cannabis 

Yeah, hi, I'm Clayton Robertson.  I'm just a manager 
at 3rd Rock dispensary in South Glens Falls.  I didn't 
know the public comment if it's not for today's agenda.   
Sorry. At our dispensary, we started scanning the 
COAs and we noticed like the yeast and mold and 
then aerobic bacteria.  We have some of them that 
have literally like 9 million yeast and mold and stuff.  
The other states most limits are 10,000.  Some states 
are a hundred thousand.  And I saw that from my 
research, New York got rid of the limit total.  Like we 
test for yeast and mold, but they got rid of a limit in 
2024.  And I just don't see why, like, I have my 
bachelor's, I'm not a scientist, but I know yeast and 
mold are different, but I would rather not smoke mold 
than like from what I found the research was a 
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bottleneck, is that the cultivators couldn't meet the 
standards.  So, I feel like it should be a hard standard.   
If you can't meet the standard, why are you getting rid  
of the standard and having people smoke moldy 
weed? So, that's all. 

32. Dany Kogan  

How you doing? My name is Dany Kogan, OCMRETL 
2023000650.  I submitted my retail application 
October 15, 2023, with my secure lease.  My notice to 
the municipality, the lottery pushed me over to the end 
of the line.  Today, there's no more queue.  I saw the 
examiner on March, 2025, because of my 1855.  He 
went over my application.  That's why everybody's in 
process.  if we were not in process, he would be red.  
So, I'm not sure why John was saying that once 
you're in process is good, you're either in process or 
your in deficiency.  So, everybody who's in process 
with the other 400 people, that means that our 
application is good.  You know, if we were not in 
process, that means that we're deficient.  So I don't 
know why I'm still not getting my provisional license.  
So, I don't know where I stand right now. Can I give 
you paperwork? 

33. 
Hamid 

Michael 
Ardebelli iDispense NYC 

Good afternoon, Chairwoman, Ms. Garcia, 
Commissioner and members of the board.  First, 
congratulations to Ms. Garcia, on your appointment as 
Chair of the Cannabis Control Board.  I sincerely hope 
your leadership ushers in a renewed era of 
transparency, accountability, and fairness at the 
office.  My name is Hamid Michael Ardebelli, and I'm a 
founder and owner of iDispense NYC.  I come before 
you, not just as a licensee, but as someone who 
genuinely believed in the vision of New York's 
cannabis equity program.  A vision that promised 
opportunity for those harmed by past policies, not 
under the layer of barriers.  I invested my entire 
saving, signed the lease, paid four months security 
and rent, and committed myself fully to build a 
compliant community conscious dispensary.  I even 
presented my plan to community board for where it 
was well received, earned support from local leaders 
and neighbors, ultimately receiving CB 4's approval.  
Then months later, without any meaningful 
explanation, I was told that my proposed location did 
not meet approximately rules, but only after I had 
already sacrificed everything.  The local map, the 
local map, which your office directed us to rely on, 
indicate the site was viable.  My attorney confirmed it.  
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I trusted your system.  And now I not the map, not the 
office, not the process.  I am paying the price for that 
trust.  30 seconds, dude. I'm the last one.  So we are 
leaving after here. I'm so sorry.  With all due respect. 
You did that last time.  I couldn't finish. I hear you. Let 
me finish.  We were outta here. Just two sentences. 
Let's be honest.  Let's be honest. MRTA was not 
created to break people like me.  It was created to 
uplift us and yet here I am with no location, no deposit 
return and no clear path forward unless I somehow 
find a new location.  This isn't just a denial. It is quiet.  
It is dismantling of our dream.  A punishment of 
believing a process that promised equity but delivered 
confusion and instability. Thank You. Congratulations. 

34. 
Microbusin

ess 
Applicant 

Without-
Location-
Control 

 

Despite the strict limit of THREE dispensaries, Mike 
Flynn from Flynnstoned is 'PROUD' to announce he is 
expanding to a FIFTH location in Central New York. 
How can a single person be allowed to own FIVE 
licenses, when you are still not even finished with the 
applications from NEARLY TWO YEARS AGO from 
October 2023? Social Equity? More like nepotism, 
favoritism, discriminatory practices, and just in general 
a need to place undue hardships on qualified 
applicants while allowing unqualified/illegal ownership 
practices in the same city.  

35. Sean Lustberg 
Mottz Only 

Authentic New 
York Style LLC 

Good afternoon Chairwoman, Commissioners, and 
members of the board.  My name is Sean Lustberg, 
co-founder of Mottz Only Authentic New York Style 
LLC, CAURD licensing number 400.  We've spent the 
last 14 months working in good faith with the Town of 
Southhampton to open our dispensary in Hampton 
Bays.  We've invested over $1.3 million, paid rent 
every month, and followed every rule, every 
procedure, and every local requirement.  We were 
days away from having our site deemed complete 
until, just one day before the final meeting, we 
received a letter from the Chief Building Inspector that 
changed everything.  The letter claimed we were 
within 500 feet of a school.  But the property in 
question is St. Rosalie's Church, which operates a 
daycare, not a school.  Even the Planning Board had 
previously acknowledged that the site is zoned and 
used as a church, not exclusively as a school as 
required under both OCM’s guidance and the New 
York State Education Law.  This determination came 
suddenly, following a private meeting with the Building 
Inspector and the Reverend of the church who has 
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publicly outspoken in opposition to our business.  And 
the measurement used in the letter was also incorrect.  
What's even more baffling is there's a liquor store 
directly across the street from this same church 
subject to the same distancing rules and it has never 
been challenged.  It became clear to us: this isn't 
about zoning or safety.  This is about politics and 
stigma.  We didn't just sit back, we hit the streets.   
We met with local businesses, residents, and 
community members.  And we found what was 
unexpected - they support us. They support safe 
access.  They support local ownership.  They just 
don't support how this process has been hijacked by a 
handful of people using fear and bureaucracy to block 
a legal business.  Because we got no support from 
the OCM or the Governor's office, we were forced to 
file with the Zoning Board of Appeals – simply to 
preserve our rights under the statute of limitations.  
And now, weeks later, we still have no ZBA hearing 
scheduled while the Town continues to delay and 
obstruct.  We are actively harmed - financially, legally, 
and emotionally.  And now the Town is attempting to 
rezone the very highway we’re located on to exclude 
dispensaries altogether - a plan that sat dormant for 
ten years until our business entered the picture.  I'm 
standing here today to ask - respectfully but urgently – 
for the OCM’s legal team to step in and help us.  We 
cannot continue fighting this alone. The harm being 
done is real, and the silence from the state only 
makes it worse.  You built this program to uplift people 
like us.  Please don’t let a handful of local officials 
dismantle it behind closed doors.  This is not just a 
local issue.  It’s a growing pattern cross the state:  
municipalities weaponizing zoning and measurement 
to obstruct licensed operators-especially social equity 
licensees.  I’m asking the Board:  Is the CAURD 
program going to be protected?  Or are towns going 
to continue doing whatever they want until they zone 
us all out?  Thank you. 

36. Joe Lustberg 
Mottz Green 

Grocer 

Good afternoon. My name is Joe Lustberg, co-founder 
of Mottz Green Grocer and a CAURD licensee.  I want 
to pick up where my brother Sean left off – because 
what’s happening in Hampton Bays has now gone 
from obstruction to something much more coordinated 
and concerning.  After the Building Inspector issued a 
last-minute letter reclassifying a nearby the church as 
a school – which forced us into the Zoning Board of 
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Appeals process – we’ve since discovered that the 
Town of Southampton is now attempting to rezone the 
exact highway our dispensary is located on.  They 
want to change it from Highway Business to Hamlet 
Commercial Zoning, effectively banning cannabis 
dispensaries from the area entirely.  We were told this 
was proposed over a decade ago.  But it was never 
acted on – until now, when a licensed dispensary 
operator is trying to open.  The timing is clear.  This is 
not about long-term planning – it’s about pushing us 
out.  The person driving this is Janice Sherer from the 
Town’s Building Department – a known anti-cannabis 
voice – and the effort is gaining traction.  We attended 
the town meeting just days ago.  The room was filled 
with familiar faces: the organizer of the change.org 
petition against our dispensary, and representatives 
from St. Rosalie’s Church, still claiming to be a 
school.  Not one of them even spoke in favor of the 
rezoning – they were there solely to oppose our 
existence.  Even the new Town Supervisor and her 
newly elected council members seemed to be on their 
side.  But the moment that stuck me most was 
watching a leader of the Shinnecock Nation speak.  
They requested that the Shinnecock seal be removed 
from the Town Board meeting hall – not out of 
symbolism, but out of deep frustration with the way 
the town continues to mistreat them.  A Nation that 
has lived on that land for over 13,000 years, and has 
land, liberty, and rights stripped away, now sees 
history repeating itself.  And so do we.  We have done 
everything right with proximity protection on this 
property for over 2 years now.  If this rezoning passes 
– and it very well could in two weeks, on July 8th at 
6pm at the South Hampton Town Hall – our business 
can potentially be zoned out by a town board that is 
against cannabis and holding up every cannabis 
operator in the Hamptons.  The Town of Southampton 
has demonstrated a pattern of unfair and 
unreasonable treatment toward licensed cannabis 
businesses, creating undue barriers to entry – even 
though under New York State law, the Office of 
Cannabis Management holds the authority and 
responsibility to intervene in support of its licensees 
when local municipalities obstruct the lawful 
implementation of the cannabis program and are 
specifically being unfair and unreasonable to cannabis 
businesses.  Isn’t it odd to you that it’s been over 2 
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years since South Hampton opted into cannabis, and 
there are no dispensaries open out there in Long 
Island?  We have jumped through all the hoops the 
town has asked of us, we’ve emailed OCM and called 
you guys until our faces were blue for help, and we’ve 
hired a lobbyist to reach out to Phillip Rumsey for his 
assistance, spoke with John Kagia at the recent 
Cannabis Means Business.  Called him many times 
now with no response a well.  At the recent South 
Hampton Town Bard Meeting regarding a targeted 
rezoning of our property and other parcels in the 
Hamptons Town Center, the town board and 
supervisor stated they reached out to Assemblymen 
Scavoni, Assemblyman Theil, and Senator Polumbo 
and that one assemblymen told them they would have 
to petition the state to change the law t opt out of 
cannabis and the board was considering whether they 
wanted to go through a process of doing that and 
stated the OCM told them the time to Opt out passed 
in 2024.  Jay Sneiderman, the old town supervisor, 
showed me this property in 2023 as a viable option to 
run a cannabis dispensary and got state approval 
years ago.  The new town supervisor, Maria Moore 
has spoken publicly against opening in South 
Hampton in Dan’s Papers, which has caused us 
seriously municipal issues.  My brother and I are also 
the founders of Upwise Capital a small business and 
cannabis debt financing firm that has helped secure 
over half a billion dollars for cannabis businesses 
since 2014 and 300 MM to small businesses not 
including $125M in pay check protection loans to over 
9000 small businesses we saved during COVID 19.  
We’ve been featured in AM NY as NY’s Top Cannabis 
Power players, two years in a row, and the town issue 
has been featured in Newsday, CNBC, LI Business 
News, Dans Papers, Benzinga, and Honey Suckle 
Magazine.  We put out multiple press releases on our 
issue to get the OCM’s attention.  We have all aour 
family and friends invested in us and relying on us to 
open our doors, we’ve been ready to build since 
January of 2024, we invested my father’s life 
insurance money to keep this going, my wife’s 4-1k 
had to be cashed, and this has caused me many 
panic attacks and an immense amount of financial 
and emotional stress on my family and loved ones 
who invested in us.  I have everything I have in this 
cannabis business, and I will open my doors in 
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Hamptons Bay!  We’re prepared to take this fight as 
far as necessary – even to the Supreme Court – but 
we shouldn’t have to.  And frankly, we shouldn’t be in 
a position where we’re questioning whether the OCM 
will show up for its CAURD licensees.  When towns 
push the limits of their authority, misapply the law, and 
attempt to rewrite zoning policy to target a single 
equity operator – the absence of state intervention 
doesn’t just hurt us, it risks undermining the credibility 
of the program itself.  It is your obligation to step in 
under the law when a municipality is being impractical 
and unfair to a licensee, which is happening to every 
licensee in South Hampton.  We need your help on 
the ground and in person: your emails will just be 
ignored by the town, like you have ignored my emails.  
We remain hopeful that the OCM will choose to step 
in as a partner in justice – not as a bystander to 
injustice.  Thank you.     

37. Nathaniel Simmons 
Northern Lights 

Dispensary 

Hi, We were told the Office will be following up on the  
approval of our location change. We haven’t received 
any correspondence since and our case was not 
brought before the board during the last meeting, May 
20th.  When will we be receiving updates? A notice of 
municipality was already sent and the district manager 
has confirmed he reached out to OCM about our 
location already.  Thanks, Nathaniel  

38. Jack Guttman Pearl Realty NY 

I would like to speak on the matter of Proximity. We 
have a tenant who is a Licensee that is having trouble 
with OCM due to a person named BZAR ROYALE 
(the Brooklyn Bizarre) claiming that he originally 
obtained a lease from us. We would like the OCM to 
look further into this matter. Thank you. Jack. 

39. Monique Castro Ezmoellc 
just wanna know if they will be giving out more 
cultivating license? 

40. 
Jamel 
Daniel 

Dickerson 
MOSTHIGH 
Vending LLC 

As a community member and founder of MOSTHIGH 
VENDING, I urge the Board to begin formally 
considering cannabis vending machines as part of 
New York’s legal cannabis infrastructure. Our 
machines are fully compliant, age-gated, and built for 
licensed dispensaries—not street retail. They reduce 
overhead for small operators, extend store hours, and 
improve safe consumer access.  We are an ancillary, 
non-plant-touching business committed to 
empowering independent, social equity–focused 
dispensaries through automated retail. I ask the Board 
to initiate conversations around vending regulations 
and provide pathways for ancillary innovation to thrive 
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legally in New York. Thank you for your time and 
leadership. 

41. K B  

The approved regulations state that OCM will allow for 
sale and transfer of licenses, however has OCM yet to 
provide an approval process. This has left current 
licensees who are unable to run their businesses 
successfully with no mechanisms for recouping 
investment through the legal sale of their license. The 
office has failed to meet their responsibility to 
implement the regulations in this area and I would 
please ask the department to immediately prioritize 
the review process for approving sale and transfer.  

42. 
Hamid 

Michael 
Ardebili 

SoSProService
s Corp 

This entire process has become nothing short of 
outrageous. 
I submitted my location amendment survey over 
THREE MONTHS AGO. My proposed dispensary site 
is fully compliant by OCM’s own rules, confirmed by 
the LOCAL map, approved by my attorney David 
Feder, and supported by a certified third-party 
surveyor. The nearest licensed dispensary is over 
1,011 feet away — yet my location was somehow 
deemed “not viable.” Based on what? To this day, I 
have received no explanation, no reasoning, no 
accountability. 
For more than two months, I have followed up, 
submitted every piece of supporting evidence 
requested, and proven—beyond any doubt—that my 
location qualifies. And yet: SILENCE. Not a word from 
OCM. Not a decision. Not a response. Just total and 
complete disregard for a licensee who played by the 
rules. 
Let me be absolutely clear: I am a SEE licensee, part 
of the very group this program was supposed to 
empower. And yet I’m watching everything I’ve 
worked for my entire life hang by a thread — because 
of bureaucratic delay, inconsistency, and lack of 
transparency. 
This is not what MRTA was intended to be. This is not 
equity. This is not justice. And this is not acceptable. 
I demand a real accountability. 
Hamid M. Ardebili  
OCM-RETL-24-000213 
SOSPROSERVICES CORP.  
DBA - iDispenceNYC 

43. Janet Wise  
It's insane that micro businesses are selling the same 
products that any dispensary is selling. what 
happened to the farm to table micro Bussiness? 
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Harney, 1937, and URBAN XTRACTS should all be 
ashamed of themselves. white label is new packaging 
not slapping a tiny sticker over a name. can us 
dispensary owners start growing then to?  

44. Mike McGregor 
Opera Antefix 2 

LLC 

Dear OCM, 
I write again to implore you to open up the ability for 
licensed processors to upgrade their license type. I 
know you have been working on it for a long time but 
it is critical both for my business and other processors 
to be able to make the inputs they need but also for 
farmers who are faced with the same group of 
processors they had last year, many of which still 
have not produced the splits they promised. If our 
industry is going to thrive it is critical that we have 
equal capabilities in all aspects of our supply chain. 
We currently are under served in processing. The 
product consumers are offered, the prices they pay 
and the livelihood of everyone in the system will be 
greatly enhanced when this change is enacted. I 
would love to see it come before the next board 
meeting, it will take months for changes to happen 
and every day the cannabis is growing taller. 
All my best, 
Mike McGregor 

45. Mel Vargas  

Honestly marijuana helps me and people that I know 
with not only anxiety, but our depression and it helps 
me be able to not rely on medication and pills for the 
rest of my life so honestly like I said, please continue 
to make recreational and medical marijuana available 
to all and please maybe even think about legalizing 
more things that can help with people that have those 
type of disabilities. Truthfully, we need all the therapy 
all the help especially in New York that we can get 
thank you for your time. 

46. Amy Chin 
Calm Better 

Days 

Please let us know status of Decemeber queue and 
start calling from the Dec queue. Please also shut 
down illicit shops. 

47. Brad Earley CEBEDE, LLC 

We would like the board to strongly consider denying 
a proximity waiver to Rural Resurgence in Ellicottville, 
NY.  We will just be opening on July 10th after a very 
long struggle with the village to get to this point.  We 
have over $50,000 in legal fees, over $50,000 in the 
buildout of the property, and over $75,000 in product 
coming soon.  We are right in the middle of the 
dreadfully slow season in Ellicottville, NY and we do 
not anticipate any significant sales volume until after 
the snow starts flying.  Having 2 open in the same 
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month in a village of less than 500 people will prove to 
be very damaging to our success.  
At the bare minimum we kindly ask that you 
reconsider this approval and delay it 6 - 12 months to 
at least monitor if this area can support 1, let alone 2 
dispensaries. The high volume of sales that go 
through Ellicottville, NY, was referenced at the last 
meeting, however the data is skewed to 
predominately Holiday Valley (the ski resort) and 
during the snow season.  We have another business 
and an Air BNB in the village.  We don't even meet 
10% of the sales volume during these months as 
during the snow season.  We are reliant on weather in 
this village to bring people in.  For example, with the 
amount of rain we have had this spring, sales in retail 
stores are virtually non-existent.  We have anecdotal 
data to support this claim. Most businesses in the 
village are only open Thursday through Sunday 
(Some Wednesday).  This includes during the "busy" 
snow season.   
We are also concerned that this approval, being in 
such a low populated area could spark concern from 
dispensaries that may get denied proximity waivers 
throughout the state.   
We also live only a short 15 minute drive from the 
Native American Indian Reservation where there are 
over 50 dispensaries in a 5 mile radius.   
We appreciate any consideration you give to this 
matter and are appreciative of the time you donate to 
serve on the board to represent the people of the 
great state of New York!!! 

48. Jessica Salazar  
My application was part of the December 2023 
applications. When should I expect an update on my 
application? 

49. Paul Kim Peace King 

As a microbusiness license holder, I have conducted 
an extensive and diligent search for a suitable site for 
cannabis cultivation within a 25-mile radius of our 
currently licensed location, but have not been able to 
identify a viable option. 
Given this, I would like to inquire whether it is possible 
to transfer my license to a location in Hudson, NY, for 
the purpose of cultivation and processing only, without 
engaging in retail dispensary operations. My intention 
is to focus exclusively on cultivation and processing 
for the next year. 

50. 
Hamid 

Michael 
Ardebilli iDispense NYC 

Good afternoon, Chairwoman, Ms. Garcia, 
Commissioner and members of the board.  First, 
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congratulations to Ms. Jessica Garcia on your 
appointment as Chair of the Cannabis Control Board.  
I sincerely hope your leadership ushers in a renewed 
era of transparency, accountability, and fairness in the 
office.  My name is Hamid Michael Ardebilli, and I'm 
the founder and owner of SOSProServices.  I come 
before you, not just as a license applicant, but as 
someone who genuinely believed in the vision of New 
York's cannabis equity program - a vision that 
promised opportunity for those harmed by past 
policies, not another layer of barriers.  I invested my 
entire savings, signed a lease, paid four months’ 
security and rent, and committed myself fully to 
building a compliant, community-conscious 
dispensary in Hell’s Kitchen.  I even presented my 
plan to Community Board 4f, where it was well 
received, earning support from local leaders and 
neighbors - ultimately receiving CB4 approval.  Then, 
months later, without any meaningful explanation, I 
was told that my proposed location did not meet 
approximately rules - but only after I had already 
sacrificed everything.  The LOCAL map, which your 
office directed us to rely on, indicated the site was 
viable.  My attorney confirmed it.  I trusted your 
system.  And now I - not the map, not the office, not 
the process - am paying the price for that trust.  Let's 
be honest: MRTA was not created to break people 
like me.  It was created to uplift us.  And yet, here I 
am - with no location, no deposit returned, and no 
clear path forward unless I somehow find a new 
compliant site in a city where landlords are hiking 
rents the moment they hear the work “cannabis.”  This 
isn't just a denial. It is the quiet dismantling of a dream 
- a punishment for believing in a process that 
promised equity but delivered confusion and 
instability. The system must do better.  We deserve 
accurate tools, timely answers, and above all, 
protection when we act in good faith.  I’m not asking 
for special treatment.  I’m asking for fairness.  For 
clarity.  For a real opportunity to compete.  Thank 
You.  

51. Sean Lustberg 
Mottz Authentic 
New York Style 

LLC 

Dear Office of Cannabis Management Team, 
I’m writing once again on behalf of Mottz Only 
Authentic New York Style LLC (OCMCAURD-2022-
000400) to provide an update and to formally express 
our deep disappointment in the continued lack of 
support from the OCM or the Governor’s office in 
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response to our previous communications. 
Despite outlining the unlawful zoning tactics being 
deployed against our state-licensed dispensary in 
Hampton Bays, we received no reply. As a result, we 
were forced to initiate an appeal through the Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA), solely to preserve our legal 
rights under the statute of limitations. That process is 
now underway, yet we remain in limbo, with no 
hearing date scheduled and no indication of timely 
resolution. 
To make matters worse, we have now learned that 
the Town of Southampton is actively working to 
rezone the specific stretch of highway our business 
sits on—from Highway Business (HB) to Hamlet 
Commercial (HC). This effort, led by Janice Sherer of 
the Building Department, appears to be a direct 
response to our business attempting to open in the 
area. While the town claims this re-zoning was first 
proposed over a decade ago, nothing was done until 
now. 
We attended the public hearing last night, and it 
became undeniably clear: 
This is not about planning. 
This is about blocking a legal dispensary from 
opening in Hampton Bays. 
Members of the public who previously submitted a 
petition against us—including representatives from 
the church the town is attempting to classify as a 
school—were present and vocal. Ironically, they 
weren’t even there to support the re-zoning proposal. 
They were simply there to oppose our dispensary. 
This is targeted obstruction, plain and simple. 
The Town of Southampton is now attempting to 
retroactively re-zone our property and weaponize 
local sentiment to override New York State cannabis 
law. 
This is unreasonable, unjust, and a direct insult to the 
framework that OCM has worked so hard to build. 
OCM has the legal interpretation, authority, and 
obligation to step in when towns misapply distancing 
requirements, act outside their scope, or violate the 
equity intent of the CAURD program. 
This situation is now causing irreparable harm to our 
business, our investors, and our future. We have 
acted in full compliance with state regulations and in 
good faith throughout this entire process, and are now 
being left to fight this alone in the courts, at great 
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personal and financial cost. 
We are respectfully, but firmly, requesting immediate 
intervention from your legal department or 
intergovernmental relations team. We urge the OCM 
to engage directly with the Town Supervisor, Town 
Attorney, Planning Board, and Zoning Officials to 
clarify the state's legal framework and prevent further 
unlawful obstruction of a licensed operator. 
The Town of Southampton is scheduled to meet again 
in two weeks, and all indications suggest they intend 
to adopt this targeted rezoning into law. If this 
happens, it will effectively eliminate our ability to 
operate in this location after a year of investment, 
compliance, and cooperation. 
We are asking—urgently—to hear from someone at 
OCM before this next meeting occurs. Without action, 
we will be forced to escalate this matter through legal 
channels, including a potential suit not only against 
the Town but also against OCM for failure to protect a 
licensee from politically motivated interference. 
We remain hopeful this can still be resolved 
collaboratively. But we need your leadership—now. 
A video of the recent public hearing is available here 
for your review: 
https://southamptonny.iqm2.com/Citizens/SplitView.as
px?Mode=Video&MeetingID=9453&Format=Agenda 
Section V. Public Hearings.  
3. Rezone Certain parcels in Hamptons Bays E/o 
Ponquog skips to that section of the Hearing.  
Best Regards,  
Sean Lustberg 
Managing Partner 
Mottz Green Grocer 
P: (516) 591-4112 
E: mottznyc@gmail.com 

52. 
Concerned 

Citizen 
Syracuse  

Do NOT renew the license for Flynnstoned 
Corporation. They have made enough money already 
from the legal market by having a first-to-market 
advantage by over 6 months without any competition 
in the area. In addition, they are violating the rules 
and procedures outlined in the MRTA by opening up 
more than 3 locations across the state. The state 
limits ALL licensees to 3 locations, irregardless of 
anything else. They do NOT need to be renewed, in 
fact, they should be investigated and shut down for 
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attempting to attain a monopoly in the Central New 
York market. 

53. Alexander Vaiman Toastree LLC 
I'm requesting to provide a public comment about a 
fraudulent lease.  

54. Elisha Vazquez STR8 GAS 

Management 
Once again, I must speak out on the reality behind the 
so-called “social equity” framework that was promised 
to New Yorkers. It is increasingly clear that the system 
was never truly designed to empower social equity 
applicants. Instead, it served as a carefully 
orchestrated ploy to gain public trust and deflect 
scrutiny—while those with deep pockets and pre-
existing infrastructure positioned themselves to 
monopolize the cannabis market unchecked. 
Many of us applied in good faith, believing this was a 
chance to participate in a regulated market built on 
principles of fairness and restorative justice. But what 
we’ve witnessed instead is delay, confusion, and 
broken promises. Meanwhile, larger entities have 
operated freely, growing stronger and more 
entrenched while smaller, community-based 
entrepreneurs are left in limbo. 
The structure, rollout, and enforcement of the program 
have functioned as a smokescreen. It gave the 
appearance of inclusion while ensuring that the same 
forces that have historically dominated every other 
industry would quietly consolidate control of this one 
too. 
If New York is serious about creating a truly equitable 
industry, then it’s time to stop posturing and start 
delivering on the promises made to those most 
affected by the war on drugs. That means 
transparency, meaningful support, access to capital, 
enforcement of regulations, and an end to the 
favoritism that has allowed corporate interests to 
outpace the very people this program was meant to 
uplift. 
We’re not asking for handouts—we’re demanding a 
level playing field. 

55. Brandon Carter 
Trends 

Dispensary 

Subject: Public Comment in Support of Expedited 
Implementation of Loyalty Programs and Event 
Vending Permissions 
To the NYS Office of Cannabis Management, 
As a CAURD licensee and operator of a fully 
compliant cannabis dispensary in Long Island City, I 
respectfully urge the OCM to prioritize and expedite 
the adoption of regulations that would allow: 
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- Discounts, Loyalty Programs, and Promotional 
Incentives, and 
- Event Vending for Retailers at Pop-Ups and 
Wellness Events 
Loyalty & Discount Programs 
Small, equity-driven retailers are currently 
disadvantaged by the inability to offer basic 
promotional tools—tools that are commonplace in 
nearly every other consumer industry. Customers 
expect some form of engagement, whether through 
rewards programs, first-time visit incentives, or 
product bundles. Our inability to meet that expectation 
drives potential long-term customers toward 
unlicensed shops or out-of-state delivery options. 
Expediting the proposed changes to allow loyalty 
programs, discounts, and transparent pricing 
promotions would level the playing field, help us grow 
sustainably, and allow us to compete with illicit 
operators more effectively—all while staying fully 
compliant. 
Event Vending 
As dispensaries deeply rooted in our communities, 
many of us are also active participants in cultural, 
wellness, and educational events. The current 
prohibition on vending at such events severely limits 
our ability to reach audiences in responsible, 
educational, and compliant ways. Permitting event 
vending—with appropriate guidelines—would provide 
meaningful economic and awareness-building 
opportunities for licensed operators while still 
protecting public health and safety. 
We support OCM’s mission and applaud the 
foundation laid so far. But if equity operators are to 
survive, we need tools that reflect consumer 
expectations and allow for smart, compliant business 
development. 
Thank you for your time and for continuing to support 
cannabis entrepreneurs across New York. 
Sincerely, 
Brandon Carter 
Owner, Trends Dispensary 

56. Action Now  

On Tuesday, June 10th, the OCM issued recalls on 9 
batches of products from IndoGrow LLC for pesticides 
contamination. In the public notice it says, “the 
affected products were originally quarantined due to 
concerns about the validity of testing conducted by a 
former permitted laboratory.” That former laboratory 
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was Lexachrom Analytics, the preferred lab of other 
brands like STIIIZY, Flav, turn, Cookies, and To The 
Moon, which are collectively implicated in an inversion 
scheme facilitated by Omnium Canna in Long Island. 
The OCM needs to be immediately transparent on this 
issue and explain to the public what is happening in 
this investigation. 

57. Action Now  

On April 23rd, the OCM’s Executive Director Felicia 
Reid signed into effect a Stop Work Order for a 
licensed processor on Long Island named Omnium 
Canna (Incident No. 2025-04-23-ALB-FABR-SWO). 
Among the stated reasons for this SWO include: 
“improper handling of cannabis and/or cannabis 
products such that it poses a risk to health and safety” 
and “licensee lacks complete real-time record of 
inventory tracking for cannabis [which] poses a 
potential risk to public health and safety that must be 
investigated as it remains unclear whether processing 
was properly conducted in accordance with good 
manufacturing practices (GMP); additional material 
documentation is necessary to confirm licensee’s 
compliance with GMP.” It has now been 64 days since 
that Stop Work Order and Quarantine Order were 
issued. The OCM needs to explain to the public what 
steps are being taken to resolve this issue. And if the 
OCM is in possession of definitive evidence (which it 
absolutely is) that shows these products are illegal, 
untraceable, and untested, then they must order 
immediate recalls in the name of public health and 
safety. 

58. Action Now  

In a recent article published on 4/04/2025 by City and 
State NY entitled “Has the state Office of Cannabis 
Management begun to turn things around?”, the 
OCM’s Executive Director Felicia Reid is quoted as 
saying: “I want to make sure that as we as an agency 
are doing our regulatory work, that we’re paying 
attention to those avenues, those opportunities, where 
folks may try to take advantage and addressing them, 
and not addressing them in a way that’s like a slap on 
the wrist, but really saying, “When you violate this law 
that has the blood, sweat and tears of so many people 
in it, that's going to mean something.” The OCM is in 
possession of definitive evidence that Omnium Canna 
and its brand partners, including STIIIZY, Gron, 
Mfused, Flav, turn, To The Moon, Cookies, Bodega 
Boyz, and others, are engaging in an illegal “reverse 
licensing” scheme that facilitates the laundering of 



 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Hope Knight 

Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney 
Brad Usher 

 

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

JESSICA GARCIA 
Cannabis Control Board Chair 

FELICIA A.B. REID 
Acting Executive Director 

 

56 
 

inverted cannabis into the legal supply stream. All 
their products must be recalled. All their licenses must 
be revoked. Furthermore, they must be banned from 
receiving any future licenses from the Board, and 
heavy financial penalties must be levied to claw back 
their ill-begotten gains. Anything short of these very 
necessary and deserved enforcement actions would 
be a slap on the wrist to the offenders and a slap in 
the face to the New Yorkers who’ve invested their 
blood, sweat, and tears into this market. 

59. Action Now  

Just last month on May 15th, the DEA arrested two 
men in connection with the raid of Integrity Farms and 
Greenhouses Inc. They were growing cannabis 
without a license and selling it to several “New York 
State-authorized cannabis grow facilities, including in 
North Tonawanda and Clarence, NY.” The licensee 
from Buffalo is TruCann, which is also implicated in 
the investigation of Omnium Canna. The OCM needs 
to come forward and reassure the public that none of 
this illicit material was laundered into the legal supply 
stream by TruCann or Omnium. Then it needs to 
explain the strong and permanent enforcement 
actions it intends to take against these bad actors, 
starting with sweeping product recalls and license 
revocations. 

60. Action Now  

In a recent quote from the newly confirmed Chair of 
the CCB, Jessica Garcia states the following: “I will 
need to work collaboratively with my partners, and 
strive to foster a culture of transparency and 
collaboration within the Board and between Board and 
staff – to ensure we remain accountable to the public, 
to you our leaders, and to the very individuals whose 
livelihoods depend on our actions.” It’s imperative that 
the CCB hold the OCM accountable for its actions 
(and increasingly disturbing inaction) associated with 
the investigation of Omnium Canna, TruCann, 
Lexachrom Analytics, and STIIIZY (among many 
other out-of-state brands). There is an immediate 
public safety risk associated with these products and 
the evidentiary threshold required to execute recalls 
has far since been surpassed. But instead, the OCM 
is actively releasing products from quarantine and 
putting them back onto dispensary shelves. These 
actions must now be scrutinized in the public domain 
and justified by the leadership of the OCM. 

61. Action Now  
A laboratory called Lexachrom Analytics based on 
Long Island recently shut down after the OCM issued 



 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Hope Knight 

Crystal Rodriguez-Dabney 
Brad Usher 

 

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

JESSICA GARCIA 
Cannabis Control Board Chair 

FELICIA A.B. REID 
Acting Executive Director 

 

57 
 

a Stop Work Order to them on May 14th. This is the 
same “formerly permitted laboratory” mentioned in the 
recall of IndoGrow LLC’s pesticide-laden products on 
June 10th. New York consumers have been exposed 
to hundreds of thousands of products that entered the 
market under COAs issued by Lexachrom since 
December 1, 2024. The OCM needs to be transparent 
on this issue and explain to the public what measures 
are currently being taken to ensure that all these 
products are free of harmful contaminants like 
pesticides, heavy metals, and microbials. 

62. Dan Kogan  

Subject: OCMRETL2023-000650 Urgent: Please help, 
please help me I desperately need my provisional 
license  my family is losing the house for not paying 
the mortgage,we cant keep paying rent and haven 
control for location and not be on the proximity 
protection map 
Urgent: Please help, please help me felicia Reid I 
desperately need my provisional license  
My name is Dany Kogan OCM RETL 2023 - 000650, I 
completed my November application October 15 
2023, over 21 months ago and have paid over 
$500,000 to secure location and i notify municipality 
befor i submitted my retail cannabis aplication. 
 Next week I will have to pay $16,000 rent again for 
July 2025 next week. Please give me my provisional 
llicense so I can secured location. My number for the 
November queue is 650 and the lottery pushed me to 
the end of the line to 1855. There are no more 
numbers left on the November queue and I don’t 
know where I stand at this point. I have already seen 
my examiner in March 2025 and I am waiting for my 
provisional license. On the NY Business Express 
website my license is still showing Yellow “in 
process”. I  have already completed my Task Force 
meeting for my secure location. It is 1,000 feet away 
from any dispensary 500 Feet away from any school 
and 200 feet away from any house of worship. 
I cannot do anything without my provisional license. I 
cannot move forward at all, which has been an 
extremely expensive endeavor. I have waited over 21 
months since I filled out my application and next week 
I have to pay again $16,000 for the month of July rent, 
and It is causing my family to lose all our money for 
this very expensive 2 year long procedure. My family 
is going into foreclosure and are losing their house 
because of me and it is hindering their ability to pay 
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many other bills such as utility bills. I can’t eat or 
sleep, This has caused a major strain on our family 
causing much tension, grievance and disconcertion.  
Please give me my provisional license, so I  can 
repair my relationship with my family; end this 
nightmare, and be placed on the proximity protection 
map.  Please help me. After waiting almost 2 years I 
desperately need your help. 
Sincerely,  
Dany Kogan 
OCMRETL2023-000650 

63. Jamel Dickerson 
MOSTHIGH 

Vending 

To the Members of the Cannabis Control Board, 
My name is Jamel Daniel Dickerson, and I am the 
founder of MOSTHIGH Vending — a minority-owned, 
New York-based cannabis technology company 
specializing in compliant, smart vending machines 
that help dispensaries reduce costs, expand access, 
and streamline operations. 
As someone personally impacted by cannabis 
criminalization, and now working to build equity-
centered innovation in the legal market, I respectfully 
urge the Board to explore regulatory pathways that 
would allow for the implementation of legalized 
cannabis vending machines in licensed dispensary 
environments. 
Other states — including California and Colorado — 
have already implemented compliant vending 
technology and are seeing positive results in terms of 
efficiency, secure access, and operational cost 
reduction. I ask the Board to consider launching a 
pilot program in New York to assess the public safety, 
economic, and accessibility benefits of regulated 
vending, especially for social equity licensees who 
may not have the resources to staff full retail 
operations. 
MOSTHIGH is prepared to support such an initiative 
with working hardware, ID-verification technology, and 
a pipeline of dispensaries interested in participating. I 
would appreciate any update from the Board on 
whether vending regulations are being reviewed, and 
how businesses like mine might formally participate in 
that process. 
Thank you for your time and leadership. 
Respectfully, 
Jamel  
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64. Armando Crescenzi 
Put Veterans 

First, Ltd. 

Is OCM doing anything to speed up the process of 
licensing dispensaries? Applicants need to know 
when and if they may be called. 
When an applicant does finally get called the original 
locations will occupied by other dispensaries. Does 
OCM have any intention of changing or repealing the 
location regulations? 

65. Haja 
Ramalanjao

na 

Dank Delights, 
Inc. Application 
# OCMMICR-
2023-00038 

Good afternoon. I am a microbusiness applicant who 
chose the retail option (#4111 in the December 2023 
queue) but did not provide a lease with my initial 
application.  I wanted guidance on the best way to 
have my application reviewed if I am ready with a 
lease now?  While I understand the OCM allows 1-
year to secure a location after the provisional license, 
it has been over 1 & 1/2 years since the application 
was submitted and I have not received deficiencies or 
a provisional license.  Cannabis spaces are being 
rented very quickly and it is difficult to landlord's hold 
them.  Thank you. 

66. Audrey 
Bonanno-
Williams 

CANNIBUS NY 
-OCMRETL-
2023-000996 

CANNIBUS NY -OCMRETL-2023-000996 
Good day, and thank you for the opportunity to speak. 
We’re here today to express our growing concern and 
deep disappointment over the lack of transparency 
and responsiveness from the Office of Cannabis 
Management regarding our provisional license and 
location approval. Our license was approved in 
February, with the stipulation that we find a new 
location or submit a PCA Waiver due to a nearby 
microbusiness—The Weedery—operating within the 
800-foot proximity restriction. Despite, submitting our 
application with an executed lease, we never received 
proximity protection, when asked OCM never 
responded or clarified this obvious procedure error. 
Yet, we just moved forward, and quickly submitted a 
request for a PCA waiver, along with all necessary 
documentation. Since then, the process has become 
a nightmare—not because of the regulations, but due 
to the unreasonable delays and lack of 
communication from OCM. We’ve made repeated 
attempts to get updates or clarification, only to receive 
vague, generic replies that do little to help us move 
forward. Then, unexpectedly, The Weedery—the very 
reason for our denial—closed its doors. We 
immediately informed OCM, believing this would clear 
the path for our original location to be reconsidered. 
Yet again, we’ve been met with silence and delay. We 
ask—if proximity to The Weedery was the only 
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obstacle, and that business has now ceased 
operations, what is the reason for the continued hold-
up? And more importantly—why the lack of direct, 
timely communication? We’re committed to complying 
fully with OCM’s regulations. But the lack of 
transparency is creating unnecessary hardship for us 
as licensees trying to build legitimate, compliant 
businesses in New York’s cannabis industry. We 
respectfully urge OCM to address this matter with the 
urgency and clarity it deserves 

67. Lisa Barone 
The Herbal 

Confectionery 

Hello and thank you for my ability to provide a 
comment. 
As a CCTM, pre legalization infusion operator, 
Hudson Valley farmer, licensed seed to sale 
microbusiness operator and avid member of the New 
York cannabis community I am here to speak today 
on behalf of my fellow operators.  
Within the true market (as referenced to by the OCM 
as “legacy market”) a full and sustainable structure of 
cultivators, infusers, distributors and sellers existed.  
The first cohort of the CCTM program held many of 
these operators.  
You asked us to step up and provide insight to our 
operations, to stop all “illicit” activity and shift into the 
regulated market. This provided a clear and concise 
timeline for small businesses survival through the 
transition to licensing. 
You must at this time review the December queue. To 
require New York “legacy” operators to take a back 
seat while large scale corporations and companies 
produce a multitude of inauthentic and non compliant 
products is unjust, and a direct hold up of the small 
producer, craft, natural and seed to sale industry. 
You must at this time review the December queue. To 
require CCTM certificate holders to have their 
application go unreviewed and sit this long without 
answers is unjust, and a direct hold up of the small 
producer, craft, natural and seed to sale industry.  
You must at this time review the December queue. 
Many of those waiting in the December queue are 
integral to small cannabis business success and 
compliancy success. They cannot effectively make 
business progression choices and further develop 
connections and collaborations in the industry without 
clear guidance and direction on their roadmap to 
licensing.  
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You must at this time review the December queue.  
Thank you for this opportunity to speak. 

68. Kyle Brown  

Allow Microbusinesses to switch to a full cultivation 
license if they do not utilize the retail aspect. Limiting 
the amount that  Microbusinesses can buy from other 
cultivation licensees is illegal and no just. Allow 
micros to convert to thrive. 

69. Chris Mitchell  
When will a new round of cultivar licenses be issued? 
Thank you. 

70. Tavian Crosland 
Social Equity 

Empowerment 
Network NY 

The Social Equity Empowerment Network (SEEN) NY 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to economic 
justice through anti-racist systems change. We 
empower Black and Afro-Latinx communities to use 
cooperative economics in New York State’s cannabis 
industry. 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your continued 
commitment to equity in New York’s cannabis 
industry. I offer this comment on behalf of [Insert 
Nonprofit Name], a social equity organization 
dedicated to supporting justice-involved individuals, 
legacy operators, and members of communities 
disproportionately harmed by prohibition. 
We are deeply concerned that many participants of 
the Cannabis Compliance Training & Mentorship 
(CCTM) program—designed to provide a pathway into 
the legal market—remain in the frozen December 
application queue. These applicants completed the 
program in good faith, relying on OCM’s stated 
commitment that their applications would be reviewed. 
We urge the Board to take immediate action to uphold 
the integrity of the CCTM program. Reviewing these 
applications is not only a matter of procedural fairness 
but a necessary step toward fulfilling the promise of 
equity at the heart of legalization. 
We thank you for your service and respectfully call on 
you to ensure that CCTM participants receive the 
review they were guaranteed. 

71. Tavian Crosland 
Social Equity 

Empowerment 
Network NY 

The Social Equity Empowerment Network (SEEN) NY 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to economic 
justice through anti-racist systems change. We 
empower Black and Afro-Latinx communities to use 
cooperative economics in New York State’s cannabis 
industry. 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your continued 
work to create a fair and inclusive cannabis industry in 
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New York. 
We respectfully ask for a clear and timely decision 
regarding the frozen December application queue. 
Many applicants—including legacy operators, justice-
involved individuals, and graduates of the Cannabis 
Compliance Training & Mentorship (CCTM) 
program—remain in limbo without guidance on when 
or whether their applications will be reviewed. 
This uncertainty is not just a logistical issue—it 
directly impacts people and communities, the law was 
meant to prioritize. A transparent path forward is 
essential to restoring trust and ensuring equitable 
access to licensure. 
We urge the Board to provide clarity and take decisive 
action to review the December queue. Thank you for 
your time and commitment. 

72. Tavian Crosland 
Social Equity 

Empowerment 
Network NY 

The Social Equity Empowerment Network (SEEN) NY 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to economic 
justice through anti-racist systems change. We 
empower Black and Afro-Latinx communities to use 
cooperative economics in New York State’s cannabis 
industry. 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your commitment 
to building an inclusive, community-rooted cannabis 
industry. 
We urge the Board to move forward with issuing a 
cooperative license type as envisioned by the MRTA. 
Cooperative business models are uniquely positioned 
to deliver economic justice, collective ownership, and 
local wealth-building, especially for small farmers, 
justice-involved individuals, and other social equity 
applicants who have struggled to compete under 
current market conditions. 
A cooperative license would create a pathway for 
shared infrastructure, pooled resources, and 
democratic decision-making, relieving some of the 
capital and operational burdens that have stalled so 
many potential entrants. By releasing this license 
type, the Board can provide real tools for equity, not 
just access. 
We ask that you prioritize the release of this license 
and support the regulatory framework needed to 
make it successful. Thank you for your continued 
work to fulfill the promise of MRTA. 
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73. Tavian Crosland 
Social Equity 

Empowerment 
Network NY 

The Social Equity Empowerment Network (SEEN) NY 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to economic 
justice through anti-racist systems change. We 
empower Black and Afro-Latinx communities to use 
cooperative economics in New York State’s cannabis 
industry. 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your continued 
leadership in advancing equity within New York’s 
cannabis industry. 
We respectfully urge the Board to make full use of its 
authority under the MRTA by recommending eligible 
social and economic equity applicants for support 
under Section 16-ee of the Urban Development 
Corporation Act. Access to capital remains one of the 
greatest structural barriers to success for equity 
licensees, and the promise of meaningful participation 
cannot be fulfilled without it. 
A formal recommendation from this Board is not only 
appropriate—it is essential to advancing the economic 
justice and community reinvestment goals at the heart 
of cannabis legalization in New York. We ask that you 
prioritize this action and ensure public transparency in 
how such recommendations are made. 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to an 
equitable and restorative cannabis market. 

74. Arturo Torres  

Good afternoon ocm board Members it’s been a very 
long journey and on the waiting list almost 3 years I 
was wondering was there any update on my license? 
OCMRETL-2023-002822 Thank you  

75. Sammy Foda 
OCMCAURD-
2022-000021 

My name is Sammy Foda. I submitted a CAURD 
application on August 25, 2022 — applicant #21 out of 
903 (OCMCAURD-2022-000021). I met all eligibility 
requirements, including justice involvement and 
ownership of a qualifying New York business that was 
profitable for the two years prior to applying. 
Nearly three years later, my application remains 
marked “in process” in the NY Business Express 
portal. I’ve never received a score, deficiency notice, 
or any communication from OCM — until September 
18, 2024, when I was asked to update the NAICS 
code. After attempting to do so, the portal reverted 
back to “in process,” and I have received no further 
communication since. 
After numerous attempts at communication over the 
years — and out of respect for the process — we 
retained legal counsel to seek clarification, without 
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resolution. We also submitted a FOIL request seeking 
answers as to why our application has not been 
reviewed. To date, we have received no deficiency 
notice, no score, and no formal denial, leaving us in 
indefinite limbo. 
In the meantime, close to 2,000 applicants who 
submitted after us have been reviewed, scored, and 
issued licenses — suggesting a serious administrative 
oversight or error in the processing order. Repeated 
communication from our legal counsel to OCM has 
gone unanswered, as has our FOIL request. 
I respectfully ask the Board to investigate whether a 
mistake occurred and to ensure that our application 
receives the fair and timely review it should have had 
years ago.  

76. Tavian Crosland 

Social Equity 
Empowerment 
Netwrok NY 

 

The Social Equity Empowerment Network (SEEN) NY 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to economic 
justice through anti-racist systems change. We 
empower Black and Afro-Latinx communities to use 
cooperative economics in New York State’s cannabis 
industry. 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your stewardship 
of an equitable cannabis industry. 
As license renewals come under review, we urge the 
Board to exercise strong oversight of the Community 
Impact Plans (CIPs) submitted by current operators. 
These plans are not symbolic—they are regulatory 
commitments meant to deliver real benefits to 
disproportionately impacted communities. 
We ask that renewal decisions include a thorough 
review of whether operators have meaningfully 
implemented their CIPs. This includes tracking hiring 
practices, local reinvestment, and community 
engagement. Operators who made promises to gain 
licensure must be held accountable to those 
commitments. 
Thank you for your time and continued dedication to 
equity in New York’s cannabis program. 

77. Kim Stetz 
Fuzzi Farmer 

LLC 

I am a SEE applicant for a microbusiness in the 
December cue, Fuzzi Farmer LLC. We have land to 
start our grow and production operations. What are 
we waiting for? Our number to come up to be 
provisional?  

78. Marquis Hayes 
Brown Budda 

New York 
⸻ 
To the Cannabis Control Board and OCM Leadership, 
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My name is Chef Marquis Hayes, owner of Brown 
Budda New York, a licensed CAURD dispensary 
(OCM-CAURD-24-000157) located in Southampton, 
NY. I’m writing today out of urgency and 
desperation—my business is on the brink of collapse 
due to ongoing municipal obstruction, and I need 
immediate support from OCM and the Cannabis 
Control Board to survive. 
We applied for licensure in September 2022, as part 
of the first CAURD cohort. While the first batch of 
provisional licenses were issued later that year, 
Brown Budda was officially licensed in June 2024. 
Since then, we’ve been blocked from operating our 
state-authorized delivery program by the Town of 
Southampton, despite full compliance with state 
regulations and no explicit local prohibition on 
delivery. 
The Town claims I must obtain a special exception 
and full site plan approval—even though my location 
is not open to the public and is only used for secure, 
licensed delivery dispatch. They cite internal OCM 
communication to justify this position, but their 
interpretation directly contradicts Cannabis Law 
§131(2), which prohibits municipalities from creating 
unreasonable and impracticable barriers to operation. 
As a result, my delivery program has been stalled, my 
reputation has suffered, and customer confidence has 
eroded. I’ve invested three years, personal savings, 
and relentless effort into building this equity 
business—and now, I stand to lose everything. 
I am pleading for urgent, public support and action 
from both OCM and the Cannabis Control Board. I 
respectfully request that you: 
    •    Reaffirm that municipalities cannot prohibit 
delivery when no express local law exists 
    •    Provide formal clarification or a directive 
addressing the Town of Southampton’s obstruction 
    •    Help protect CAURD licensees from death by 
delay, confusion, and misinformation 
Without intervention now, Brown Budda New York will 
fail—not due to mismanagement or noncompliance, 
but because the very system meant to empower 
equity applicants has left us unprotected at the most 
critical moment. 
Sincerely, 
Chef Marquis Hayes 
Founder & CEO, Brown Budda New York 
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OCM-CAURD-24-000157 
360-317-3837 

79. Beck Hickey zen + mary 

I am a retail license applicant (OCMRETL-2023-
003291, OCMRETL-2023-003272, and OCMRETL-
2023-003278) from the December queue. I have been 
actively advocating, learning and leading as NYS 
came online as a legal market. Over the past 4 years I 
attended numerous events, conferences, control 
board meetings and learning events where I soaked in 
every bit of information and learning humanly 
possible. I listened as members of the Board and the 
Office spoke of it's commitment to social equity. I 
listened as they promised a new way of building an 
industry. I listened as they promised us we wouldnt 
need to secure a property prior to licensing. And I 
believed it all. 
In September 2023, Chris Alexander made a rash 
decision to prioritize retail applicants with leases and 
deeds, which was in clear violation of the MRTA, 
which calls for prioritizing social equity applicants.   
Fast forward 18 months, and the Office of Cannabis 
Management has long forgotten its commitment to 
SEE applicants, choosing to ignore both dedicated 
people on the December Queue, their financial 
commitments to their individual businesses, and the 
MRTA. We were given false hope by Office that they 
would not leave us behind. OCM Acting Director Reid 
now hides behind a court injunction (Organic Blooms 
V NYS) which wrongly blocks the office from 
processing provisional licenses. This move ignores 
the fact that the MRTA gives the Office and the Board 
the abillity to create policies that prioritize Equity 
applicants, and also ignores the fact that many of us 
on the Queue have already complied with the need to 
notify municipalities prior to November 16.  
Those who have completed this step need to be 
immediately reviewed and licensed as they are 
entitled to this consideration. We have waited long 
enough, and wasted countless hours and dollars. 
REVIEW THE QUEUE NOW! 

80. Nelson Lee  

Greetings! Wanted to say thank you for moving this 
industry along and giving all of us a chance to 
participate in such a new opportunity.  My question to 
the board is, for those who were given provisional 
licenses, and who were notified that their location was 
within the 1000 feet distance from another license 
holder, will the PCA waiver process be streamlined in 
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the future?  Currently, it is a lot to handle and go 
over!:( 
Thank you! 
Nelson 

81. Lee Pierce 

CalmUnity 
Farms DBA 
The Dabber 

Hashery OCM-
MICR-24-
000129 

Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your continued 
commitment to equity in New York’s cannabis 
industry. I offer this comment on behalf of [Insert 
Nonprofit Name], a social equity organization 
dedicated to supporting justice-involved individuals, 
legacy operators, and members of communities 
disproportionately harmed by prohibition. 
We are deeply concerned that many participants of 
the Cannabis Compliance Training & Mentorship 
(CCTM) program—designed to provide a pathway into 
the legal market—remain in the frozen December 
application queue. These applicants completed the 
program in good faith, relying on OCM’s stated 
commitment that their applications would be reviewed. 
We urge the Board to take immediate action to uphold 
the integrity of the CCTM program. Reviewing these 
applications is not only a matter of procedural fairness 
but a necessary step toward fulfilling the promise of 
equity at the heart of legalization. 
We thank you for your service and respectfully call on 
you to ensure that CCTM participants receive the 
review they were guaranteed. 

82. Lee Pierce 

CalmUnity 
Farms DBA 
The Dabber 

Hashery OCM-
MICR-24-00129 

Issuing cooperative license: 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your commitment 
to building an inclusive, community-rooted cannabis 
industry. 
We urge the Board to move forward with issuing a 
cooperative license type as envisioned by the MRTA. 
Cooperative business models are uniquely positioned 
to deliver economic justice, collective ownership, and 
local wealth-building, especially for small farmers, 
justice-involved individuals, and other social equity 
applicants who have struggled to compete under 
current market conditions. 
A cooperative license would create a pathway for 
shared infrastructure, pooled resources, and 
democratic decision-making, relieving some of the 
capital and operational burdens that have stalled so 
many potential entrants. By releasing this license 
type, the Board can provide real tools for equity, not 
just access. 
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We ask that you prioritize the release of this license 
and support the regulatory framework needed to 
make it successful. Thank you for your continued 
work to fulfill the promise of MRTA. 
16ee: 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your continued 
leadership in advancing equity within New York’s 
cannabis industry. 
We respectfully urge the Board to make full use of its 
authority under the MRTA by recommending eligible 
social and economic equity applicants for support 
under Section 16-ee of the Urban Development 
Corporation Act. Access to capital remains one of the 
greatest structural barriers to success for equity 
licensees, and the promise of meaningful participation 
cannot be fulfilled without it. 
A formal recommendation from this Board is not only 
appropriate—it is essential to advancing the economic 
justice and community reinvestment goals at the heart 
of cannabis legalization in New York. We ask that you 
prioritize this action and ensure public transparency in 
how such recommendations are made. 
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to an 
equitable and restorative cannabis market. 
Community Impact Plan Oversight: 
Thank you to the Cannabis Control Board and the 
Office of Cannabis Management for your stewardship 
of an equitable cannabis industry. 
As license renewals come under review, we urge the 
Board to exercise strong oversight of the Community 
Impact Plans (CIPs) submitted by current operators. 
These plans are not symbolic—they are regulatory 
commitments meant to deliver real benefits to 
disproportionately impacted communities. 
We ask that renewal decisions include a thorough 
review of whether operators have meaningfully 
implemented their CIPs. This includes tracking hiring 
practices, local reinvestment, and community 
engagement. Operators who made promises to gain 
licensure must be held accountable to those 
commitments. 
Thank you for your time and continued dedication to 
equity in New York’s cannabis program. 

83. Astride Jean-Gilles 
A2S Nation 

LLC 

Why isn’t there a point if contact once your License 
moves to managerial review? How long does the 
mangerial review process take? Is that the last step 
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before your application goes before the board for 
approval?  

84. Eric Huntley 

ERIC 
HUNTLEY 

ENTERTAINM
ENT 

I'M N̈EW TO THE CANNABIS INDUSTRY PLEASE 
KEEP ME INFORMED ABOUT UPCOMING IN 
PERSON EVENTS SO I CAN EXPAND MY 
CANNABIS KNOWLEDGE THANK  YOU  

85. Natanniel Badalov 
EVERHEALTH 

CHEMISTS 
LLC 

Hello esteemed members of the OCM board. I am 
writing today on behalf of Everhealth Chemists LLC 
because I was expecting to see my license on the list 
of approvals this month as we have passed all 
requirements thus far. Can you please check at what 
stage my license is in? For reference: OCMRETL-
2023-001109 
Thanks in advance.  

86. Jamel D  

Dear Members of the Cannabis Control Board, 
I am writing to respectfully urge the Board to prioritize 
— and where possible, limit approvals to — new, 
independently owned, non-franchise cannabis 
establishments, especially in upcoming retail license 
rounds. 
New York’s cannabis program was built on a 
commitment to social equity, economic justice, and 
community reinvestment. However, as large 
franchises and multi-state operators look to expand 
into this market, it is critical that independent 
entrepreneurs — especially those who have been 
impacted by prohibition — are not pushed out before 
they’ve even had a chance to start. 
Local, non-franchise businesses are the backbone of 
our neighborhoods. They’re more likely to hire locally, 
reinvest profits in their communities, and build 
authentic relationships with the people they serve. 
These are the kinds of businesses that should be 
leading the way in New York’s legal cannabis industry 
— not those with out-of-state capital and national 
brand domination. 
I respectfully ask the Board to: 
• Prioritize license approvals for independent, locally 
owned businesses 
• Restrict or delay franchise-style expansion that could 
overwhelm small operators 
• Ensure that real equity licensees are not forced to 
compete on unfair terms 
This approach would keep the spirit of equity alive 
and give real New Yorkers a chance to build 
generational wealth in this emerging space. 
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Thank you for your time and for your continued work 
in building a fair and accessible cannabis market. 

87. Neema Wiggins 
Take n Toke 

Herbal Healing 
Solutions 

My name is Neema Wiggins, founder of Take N Toke, 
a provisional CAURD licensee.  
Two months ago, I came before this Board to address 
our PCA waiver request. We had leased a fully 
compliant, pre-built cannabis store—the former 
Licensed MedMen location in Manhattan—with 
support from our community. At that time, we had 
already waited nearly three months for a response to 
our PCA waiver request.  
It has now been almost five months since we 
submitted our waiver request. We followed the rules 
at every step of the process: submitting all required 
documents and materials, responding promptly, and 
engaging our local community in good faith. Yet, we 
still have never been provided an opportunity for the 
CCB to consider our PCA waiver request. Even 
worse, the CCB is approving today new PCA waiver 
regulations that will permanently bar any opportunity 
to obtain our PCA waiver. This is exactly the worst-
case fear that we previously expressed in our 
correspondence and our counsel’s letter with respect 
to the proposed PCA waiver rule changes. This is a 
travesty that will deny the New York cannabis market 
the opportunity to properly satisfy the needs of the 
legal market, and redound for the benefit of the illicit 
market.  
“ I noticed that there are only a few PCA applications 
that are being brought up each meeting to be voted 
on, is that because those are the only ones that are 
ready to be voted on Or is it that there is only limited 
time available at these meetings?” PCA waivers has 
not gotten a fair chance due to purposely delayed 
processing timelines With no remorse if an applicant 
loses his or hers chances of a license and store 
location.  
I could not be more disappointed. My hopes and 
dreams have been destroyed. How can this happen in 
a state committed to equity? 

88. Walter Iwachiw Wee4justice3 

Good day,, I ask the board to consider promulgation 
rules to allow the retail sale of beverages as a  class 
of products in retail.  
Please consider that amendments are probably being 
passed which will define Hemp vs Marijuana ..  
natural organic vs synthetic thc and 
canabanoids....which can be sold in Hemp licensed 
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retail. Vs Adult Use Retail....it's time to provide 
guidance....thank you so much.. 

89. Josh Elyachar The Highline 

Good afternoon. My name is Joshua Elyachar, COO 
of The Highline Cannabis, application OCMRETL-
2023-000500, for 45 Main Street in Hastings-on-
Hudson. 
We’ve been engaged in this process since November 
2023. Early on, our proximity protection was delayed 
because of a mistaken belief that a preschool across 
the street was on protected school grounds. We met 
with an official, shared documentation, and explained 
that the building is owned by Grace Church, not the 
preschool, is used by large majority multiple non-
school tenants, and is zoned as a religious property, 
not a school. It does not qualify under Education Law 
409. The Office agreed with us, and we were then 
added to the Proximity Protected Locations map just 
before Thanksgiving. 
Our full application review began in January 2025. In 
early April, we were told the review was complete and 
that our application had been submitted to the 
Cannabis Control Board for final approval. An OCM 
agent told us it was one of the best-prepared 
applications they’d reviewed. On April 9, we received 
a second notice from the Office confirming our 
location was compliant, after submitting our Certificate 
of Occupancy. 
Since then, we’ve received no further communication. 
After repeated outreach with no reply, we filed a 
Freedom of Information request. We discovered that 
the Village of Hastings-on-Hudson had again 
challenged our location — and did so in bad faith. To 
their credit, OCM’s General Counsel defended our 
application in writing, clearly stating that our location 
was compliant under both the MRTA and the 
Cannabis Law. 
Despite that, we’ve now waited three months without 
a vote and five months since the application was 
under active review. We’ve received no request for 
additional information, no timeline, no reason. 
Nothing. 
We’ve followed the law. We’ve provided everything 
asked of us. We continue to pay rent. We are running 
out of time and capital. And we are stuck in silence. 
We don’t know why we’re being punished. We are 
asking, respectfully and humanely, for someone to 
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give us a clear answer. Please help us move forward. 
Thank you. 

90. Maria Mosso 
Enzo Farms 

LLC 

Speaking on behalf of my Father In regards to Tier 3 
Cultivation License in the Mohawk Valley. We are still 
waiting to get approval from the OCM to begin 
cultivating. He is a senior injured veteran representing 
Enzo Farms LLC 

91. Brendan Cochrane Bubble.nyc 

My name is Brendan Cochrane and I am both a 
business owner and community member. I used to be 
heavily involved in Cannabis. I am sober over 27 
years and work in Film, TV and Advertising. I see no 
safe responsible use messaging anywhere. No smoke 
or use responsibility, driving, or other messaging 
which would indicate and encourage responsible use. 
I did a campaign for the Denver Department of Health 
where we did advertising to send kids responsible 
messaging that they didn't need to use Cannabis to 
perform in school, sports or other areas. The name of 
the spot was Clear Moment link here: 
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/297117115 I would 
like my company to be able to work with OCM and 
various agencies to design and implement 
responsible use but OCM does not return any 
correspondence. 
Can I direct my concerns and approach to someone 
or can someone get in contact with me. I feel this is 
important messaging which will make a more 
responsible and balanced environment for all parties 
involved in this space. Thank you. 
Brendan Cochrane 212 991-8272 
PS I have two companies Bubble which is an 
advertising agency www.bubble.nyc 
And Digital Seven www.digitalseven.nyc which is a full 
service production company working in film, tv and 
major brand advertising. Thank you.  

92. Jeffrey Wong WAP 

Dear Members of the Board, We patiently waiting for 
licenses in the December Queue, We have invested 
our time, effort and resources to be part of this big 
community. We simply asking for a chance to 
participate of the growing industry. Please provide us 
a clear timelines for all Dec. Queue Application. 
Thank you 

93. 
KING 

KONG NYC 
Cannabis 

Carlos 
Rodríguez 

OCMRETL-
2023000800 

Legal Name- KING KONG CANNIS NYC LLC 
Application ID- OCMRETL-2023000800 
Date application was submitted-  10/30/2023 
OCM Contacts- 
  • Julius Caranda 
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  • John Kagia 
  • Alexandra Hatcher 
Hello, 
When I submitted my application on October 30, 
2023, without hesitation and trusting the process,  I 
paid  
All Paperwork & Fees  
To this date  I have not received any indication that 
my application is being worked on or at minimum a 
status update.  When i tried connecting with the above 
people they were not able to provide any information 
either.   
I have been patiently waiting since 2023 and am still 
very interested in obtaining this license.    
Please connect me to the right people to expedite this 
application. 
Carlos Rodriguez. 

94. Linda 
Ortizmahsu

o 

NWALI CORP 
NO WOMEN 
ARE LEAST 

INERNATIONA
L 

N/A 
 

95. Nicola Chiaravalle Prime Arrow 

Hello to all Cannabis Control Board Members, and 
OCM Leadership team. First and foremost, 
Congratulation to Jessica Garcia as the new 
chairwomen. I recall Jessica in my CCTM training 
courses, she is a trooper and has come a long way, 
congrats. My name is Nicola Chiaravalle, owner of 
Prime Arrow LLC. Yup, I am a December applicant 
Que line number#137 in the list, OCMCULT-2023-
000112 for indoor cultivation. I have submitted in the 
past public comments and with a hopeful heart and 
gracious plea wishing you have read them all. I have 
no ill intentions with my Public comments. I will try to 
keep this one quick and straight forward. First, I am a 
legacy grower for over 25 years. I have been injustice 
impacted with a past conviction with cannabis which 
qualified me for CCTM and as SEE. But few laws 
changed after the Veteran lawsuit some rules 
changed and bumped out of 1 category to qualify for 
SEE, the area I lived in at the time I was convicted 
didn't meat the qualified locations. My CCTM program 
certificate is 821310. When I went through the 
selection process for the CCTM program, there was 
few things that I was told when I got to the final stage 
with an online interview one on one, it might of been 
Jessica that actually interviewed me, It was that 
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because I told the truth and explained every question 
to the fullest detail and did not hold back. Truth and 
trust.. being honest and I trusted the system those 
questions were little tricky. I didn't know at the time if 
those questions was a possible entrapment cause you 
asked some very specific questions and I had to make 
a decision to trust and make that choice, and I did. I 
told the truth about everything. You selected me 
cause you trusted me and I trusted you. We are all on 
the same team. I am here for NY as a team member 
and I ask you all to trust in me as you did when I was 
selected for CCTM. I exposed everything about me 
and believed in YOU.. OCM. My background besides 
a legacy grower is food sales. I worked for Sysco, 
PFG and other smaller food distribution companies for 
14 years. I was a chef growing up in my fathers 
restaurants. In food sales, I had to become and expert 
in sales and marketing, which meant I had to be on 
my A game to achieve sales. I had to know my 
customers and know the market to see what items is 
selling and what is not. What the demand is and what 
my customer needs are. There is soo much research 
and tools needed in food sales and it is the exact 
same tools and research for cannabis sales. Trust me 
when I say this. Food sales are a CONSUMABLE just 
like cannabis is. Its consumed daily for people at this 
point, a need just like food is. It is not a want as much 
like back in the 70s and 80s, time has changed. When 
you make a data comparison of supply and demand in 
a consumable market you cannot just figure out an 
amount of dispensaries comparable to a cultivation 
canopy that is existing or going to increase? This data 
comparison configuration is not appropriate and 
correct due to that fact you are not factoring the daily 
consumption rate ratio depleted like food, by 
comparing the amount of dispensaries to an amount 
of cannabis canopy this ratio is irrelevant and doesn't 
not work in a consumable market. That is like saying 
as an example, for the amount of restaurants in New 
York we are going to restrict the amount of cows 
needed to produce steaks and hamburgers cause 
there will be too much steaks and hamburgers in the 
market?? does that make sense to stop breeding 
cows and restrict burgers and steaks. Again, I have 
no ill intentions or trying to ruffle any feathers I am 
telling the truth. I trust in you and you trust in me. I am 
an expert in the food sales industry and a chef as 
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well, I am only explaining if you can understand my 
logic about cannabis and food both are exact similar 
with data and marketing research for sales. you 
cannot cut the supply end that is the actual food in 
this industry. This will cause an imbalance, 
dispensaries already short on flower.  

96. Nicola Chiaravalle Prime Arrow 

Hello, My name is Nicola Chiaravalle, owner of Prime 
Arrow. I am a December Que applicant. line number 
137 in the list. I have just submitted a comment and 
wanted to give you an update as well on my progress 
statis with Prime Arrow. As a cultivator, it takes a ton 
of time preparing prior to license and after awarded a 
license. I mentioned in my past public comments the 
time-factor to build or reconstruct a facility. We are 
talking 1.5 years -2 years. Prior license preparation is 
2 years minimum. Pre-constructions involves, 
vigorous floor plan updating, vetting equipment 
vendors, vetting contractors, getting local Government 
approvals, site plan review approval and special use 
from the town.. Prime Arrow has COMPLETED all 
preparations needed prior to license, that means local 
Government approval for site plan and special use 
form Town of Queensbury. Vetted all equipment 
vendors with prior experience and extensive 
recommendations. We are secured with a well 
established General contractor called Wainshaf and 
Assoc. I have all structural engineering, MEP and 
architectural drawing completed. The time it took just 
for drawings alone was 7-8 months and costed 
$258,000 dollars. Total investment so far: With 
Investors and my life savings, to date $825,000 
dollars and 3.5 years pre-planning just for preparation, 
I am ready. But, even after awarded the cultivation 
license, the time frame still involves getting financing 
for construction buildout, that will take at least 1.5 
months and then 10-12 months to build. Either way i 
am ready OCM, I have all my ducks in order and all 
my SOP plans: odor control, security, environmental, 
community relations, workforce development job 
creation. I am ready. I have a well diversified 
management team. Our community is in need for 
employment, lets make this happen for upstate NY. 
Thank you again, any questions please don't hesitate 
to call me: 
518 361 1062 
Nicola Chiaravallle 
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OCMCULT-2023-000112  
December Que line # 137 

97. Felicia Yancey 
Supreme 

Elevation, LLC 

We, Supreme Elevation, are a December queue 
minority-owned SEE applicant. For background, on 
March 11, 2024, the December queue was released, 
and we were ecstatic to learn that we were in the top 
100. On April 4, 2024, OCM informed us that all that 
was left for us to do was to submit our TPIs’ 
fingerprints within 30 days. We did so by April 23, 
2024 (19 days later) and asked the OCM if there was 
anything we needed to do further. The OCM promptly 
responded, within 2 hours, and stated, “You all set for 
now. Thank you for your cooperation!” The only thing 
left to do was for the OCM to conduct a background 
investigation, something we welcomed, as many of 
our TPIs were current and former government 
employees.  
Then, on May 10th, without warning, an improper rule 
change took place in violation of SAPA under the 
guise of a “Supplemental Policy Guidance,” which 
prioritized the entire November queue, disregarding 
the entire December queue. Subsequently, lawsuits 
happened which resulted in the December queue 
review being blocked by a preliminary injunction. 
Worse, the Bloom court uninformatively based its 
reasoning on “[t]he only discernible harm from 
enjoining respondents from processing CAURD and 
other provisional license applications is a delay in 
review of those applications.”  
This false assumption that December applicants had 
no financial investment beyond the application fee is 
simply not true. We’ve spent considerable time and 
money on consultants, property, and preparation 
based on the OCM’s initial regulations and 
communications. 
More importantly, now that the first pass of the 
November queue is fully reviewed, the preliminary 
injunction should be rendered satisfied. Yet instead, 
the OCM is planning to review November applicants 
who are seeking 2nd and 3rd licenses, based on the 
decision in the DNP-Z case. It should be noted that 
the reason many November applicants put in multiple 
applications, some in both queues, was not to get 
multiple licenses (especially if the application touts the 
same address), but more so to increase their chances 
in the lottery of being in the top 250 applications that 
were to be reviewed. There is no accountability, and 
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not only will this injustice probably be used to state 
the market is saturated, if November applicants are 
given multiple licences, many November applicants 
will probably try to sell their 2nd and/or 3rd licenses to 
the disregarded December queue applicants. 
Nevertheless, because of the Bloom and DNP-Z 
cases, the OCM/CCB announced that it will not review 
the December queue until the fall of 2025 at the 
earliest. 
The OCM should challenge the preliminary injunction, 
and the December queue should be reviewed before 
any 2nd or 3rd licenses are awarded to November 
queue applicants, or grower’s showcases. We note 
that the DNP-Z case allows that anyone who 
submitted more than one license in the November 
queue can be reviewed by the OCM, but it does not 
guarantee them a license and it should not happen 
before the December queue is reviewed.   
OCM/CCB, we are calling on you to uphold the 
integrity of the application process. We should not 
have to wait another year for a license, we should 
have received last year. 

98. Kimberly Breiman 
Gezoont 

Goodies NY 
LLC 

I am writing on behalf of GezoontGoodies NYLLC 
OCM PROC 24-00041& Loving buds LLC OCM-CULT 
24-000100. We are looking for the ocm to grant us 
Gezoont Goodies NY LLC a cultivation license so that 
the two of our women owned small businesses can 
collaborate together .  We would have liked to have 
applied for cultivation license in 2023 , but at the time 
we did not have access to farm land to be able to 
grow on. Plus  we had already invested our life 
savings to get our processing/ manufacturing 
business up and running .  We would appreciate it if 
the OCM would just consider opening the portal so 
that we can apply at this time 
Thank you  
Kimberly Breiman 

 

 


