
  
  

 
Date: August 16, 2022; Updated December 21, 2022 

Overview: 

Since the passage of the Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) and with the 
additions to Cannabis Law allowing for conditional approval of adult-use cultivators and 
processors, an emergency regulation was necessary to immediately allow the Office of 
Cannabis Management (OCM) to create an application process to permit cannabis laboratories 
and approve cannabis sampling firms as well as provide regulations for the sampling and testing 
of adult-use cannabis. The emergency regulation also transfers medical cannabis laboratory 
testing oversight functions from the New York State (NYS) Department of Health (DOH) to the 
OCM. 

The OCM is seeking laboratories to perform testing of adult use and medical cannabis products 
in NYS. Such laboratories may also perform sampling.  The OCM is also soliciting firms to 
perform third party sampling of adult use and medical cannabis products in NYS.  

Description of Laboratory Testing Requirements: 

A commercial laboratory must have either ISO/IEC 17025 certification or hold a certificate from 
the NYS DOH Environmental Laboratory Approval Program. Testing must be performed in 
accordance with the criteria specified in OCM’s Sampling and Laboratory Quality System 
Standard, 2022, which can be found on OCM’s website. 

The emergency regulation creates an opportunity for cannabis laboratories to apply for a 
provisional (conditional) permit or a full permit. Participation in proficiency test (PT) studies and 
an on-site audit will not be required for a conditional permit. For a full permit, the OCM will 
expect the laboratory to complete required PT studies in calendar year 2023, and OCM will 
perform an on-site audit of the laboratory in calendar year 2023. 

Testing of adult use and medical cannabis products will include, but not be limited to, the 
following: phytocannabinoid profile, microorganisms, mycotoxins, residual solvents, pesticides, 
metals, water activity, and filth and foreign material.  For further information on the permitted 
analytes and approved methods, please refer to the OCM website. 

The OCM’s Laboratory Quality System Standard, 2022, can be found on OCM’s website. 

Application Process: 

A commercial laboratory will complete a fillable, PDF application form, an Excel file, and two or 
more forms related to ownership. Where indicated on the forms and files, please attach 
supporting documents (e.g., resumes, transcripts, SOPs, training records, quality manual, 
demonstration of capability (DOC)). 

A sampling firm will complete a fillable, PDF application form, an Excel file, and two or more 
forms related to ownership. Where indicated on the forms or file, please attach supporting 
documentation (e.g., resumes, transcripts, SOPs, training records). 

All application materials must be submitted via email to: labs@ocm.ny.gov.  
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Additional Testing Opportunities: 

There are also opportunities for laboratories to work with conditional adult-use cultivators and 
processors to test cannabis at different stages of maturity or in-process control samples, 
respectively. 

Additionally, other cannabis (hemp) testing opportunities exist under NYS Agriculture and 
Market’s Hemp Licensing Program.  Testing Laboratory Identification | Agriculture and Markets 
(ny.gov) 

Due Date: March 31, 2023 

Applications to perform sampling and testing on adult use and medical cannabis products in 
NYS will be accepted on an ongoing basis until March 31, 2023. Interested laboratories are 
encouraged to apply early to help ensure there is laboratory testing capacity for New York 
State’s cannabis programs. OCM will re-assess after that time to determine if the application 
period will be extended. 

Fees: 

Applicants must pay a non-refundable $1,000 Application fee as part of the application 
submission process. The application fee payment must be submitted by check and be mailed to 
the Office at: 
 

Attn: Laboratory Division 
New York State Office of Cannabis Management 
P.O. Box 2071 
Albany, NY 12220. 

Contact:  

Victoria Pretti 

Office of Cannabis Management 

Health and Safety Unit 

Product Quality and Safety 

518-903-2092 

labs@ocm.ny.gov 

Laboratories and Sampling Firms | Office of Cannabis Management (ny.gov) 
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